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Ricnr HonovnABLE 
LADY MARIA CHRISTINA 
Baroneſs A R UNDELE, 


CounTEtss OF THE - 


HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE, 
Se. Sc. Sc. 


MADAM, 


Your Ladyſhip has ſo many 
claims to theſe ſheets, that I ſhall 

offer no apology for the liberty 
I take, to infcribe them to your 
patronage and protection. The 
ſubject will not be thought un- 
worthy of your attention, and the 


execution will ſtand 1 in need of 
your 


* br rc ar f. x 

yelur: -annenance and ſupport to 
ſupphy its ĩdvfects; and to recoiii 
mend it tothe notice of che pi | 
blic By your command. wðäaz 
this: little work firſt undereakens 
by - your: encouragement it has 
been continued; and Lam wil 
ing to flatter my ſelf, that the 


ſame patronage will not be 
wanting to it, now it is Kid in 


3 


form at your feer. 
The lauguage of flattery; pa- 

negyrio, and adulation, would 
ill become me on this occaſion, 
and would be as ill received by 
you. cannot flatter - myſelf 

that L have done juſtice to theſe 

enten Which 1 have the hd- 
| nour 


i $945 11 : 


Dp * 


noni pheſent to- vom Taye 
ſhip ,hat an unfnichful qm 
blemofigaurown mindi Tbe 
cil ſhould i he employed to paint 
the amiable train of milder vir- 
tues, with which it is adorned. 
| The reflectians on the nature 
and the object of the important 
precepts of the Chriſtian di- 
penſation, will exhibit to pub- 
lic imitation, the conſtant rule 
and meaſure of your conduct, 

in the diſcharge of the mora laid 

ſoclal duties, which ſo eminent- 

ly diſtin guiſh the wife, the mo- 
ther, and the friend. I Will on- 

ly add, that I ſhalt think myſelf 

— . * 
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may ke to inks to mids 
gen nerktions, my feeble teſtimo- | 


ny to the virtues which do ho- 
nour to the age in which we li 


I have the honour to 1. wi 


ſentiments of the ſincereſt re- 
LM and eſteem, 


+. 
. 
nw 


7 MADAM, 


© Four Lays OY 


2 
1 
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maſt obliged, and 2 
402 | 
" obedient humble Servant, Y 
W 44 CEO 8 FAY ob | 
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9 5 T 0 
PREFACE. 


1 e of the 
moft natural, the moſt univerſal, and 
the moſt eager fearch of the human 
heart, is not to be ſound in the enjuy- 
ments of this world. Neither iis niches, 
nor its pleaſures Ever did, or ever can 
make man happy. This is a truth that 
has been inconteſtably eſtabliſhed by 
the unatiimous conſent of werldly men, 
who have groaned under the tyranny 
of their paſſrons in all ages. ani of 
PR and all is Vanity | 
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ii The PRETA CR. 


on fatal experience only confirms this 
truth. ; | 
After having ſought to draw from | 
creatures ſome comfort to calm the reſt- 
leſs agitations of a heart, ever filled 
with new defires, I am at length con- 
vinced, that I can only find in God 
what I have ſo long vainly fought to 
borrow from the world. 
l owe to the gracious and ſeaſonable 
mediation of a ſuperior agent, the re- 
fleQtions which have opened my eyes, © 
and which make the ſubjett of the firſt 
part of this work. Happy thoſe ſouls, 
who have not waited. till a woful expe- 
rience diſabuſed them of their errors, 
and who have learnt, without the ſacri- 
fice of their virtue, the emptineſs and 

the fatal conſequences of worldly plea- - 
fures! Free from' the imputation of 
HO x guilt, 
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guilt, they have ſecured” themſelves 
ſtom the conſtant attendants on 
guilt, confufion, tears, and repent- 
ance. Theſe tears, this ſpirit of repen- 
tance make the ſubje& of the ſecond 
part. But theſe ſemiments ſo juſt, ſo 
_ reaſonable in themſelves, and ſo pecu- 
larly indiſpenſable on the part of a fin- 
ner, ſhould be as laſting as they are 
lively and fincere ; but we too often ſee 
them weakened by time, and impaired* 
by inattention. Nothing appeared to 
be more capable of keeping theſe ſen- 
timents always alive, always preſent to 
the mind, than the conſideration of 
what God has ſuffered for us, and this 
is the ſubje& of the third part, which 
naturally leads to the fourth, which treats _ 
of the ineſtimable ' preſent which the 
Son of God has made us of himſelf, in 
B 2 the 
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the adorable ſacrament of the altar. 
Theſe two exceſſes of love muſt furniſh. 
a heart endued with the leaſt ſenſibility, 
vich a perpetual ſource of the pureſt ſen- 
timents of gratitude, of admiration and 
confidence. What can attract the no- 
tice, what can fix the heart of a Chriſ- 
tian, who has the happineſs io poſſeſs 
his God, and to behold him with he 
eyes of a lively faith! Muſt not he be 
for ever preſent to his mind? Muſt not 
every objeft that preſents itſelf to his 
view, recal to him the remembrance of 
bis obligations? Theſe conſiderations 
produced the ſentiments which compoſe 
the fifth part of this work. The ſixth 
is a conſequence which flows naturally 
from them, When. nothing binds us 
io the world, but the ties of duty and 
1 neceflty, when groaning under the 


bur- 


The Pxzract, v 
burden of this ſinful body, we wiſh with 
the Apoſtle to be releaſed from it, that 
we may enjoy the ſight of God, we na- 
turally deſire to die. But if we would 
 difarm death of all its terrors, we muſt 
tearn to love. Love, when it is real 
and fincere, knows no fears, and can 
alone put us in poſſeſſion of fovereign 
Felicity, The advantages, the delights 
of divine love, the defires, the tranf- 
ports which it inſpires, make the [9-4 
of the feventh part. | 

This work may be conſidered in ano- 
ther light, The firſt and ſecond part 
may ſerve as a preparation for the ſacra- 
ment of penance. The third offers 
the beſt motives for contrition, and may 
be ufed as à proper entertainment du- 
ring divine ſervice. The fourth con- 
tains the ſuitable diſpoſitions to a holy 


| B 3 com- 
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communion. In ſhort, the fiſth, fixthy 
and ſeventh parts may be conſidered as 
the effects and conſequences. of thoſe 
ſentiments, whieh a worthy confeſſion 
and a holy communion produce in a 
well diſpoſed heart. A diſguſt, a con- 
tempt of the world, the preſence of 
God, a deſire to love him, and to die, 
hat we may be inſeparably united to 
him, are the ſentiments which divine 
grace inſpires: But, alas! can I ſay 
that theſe ſentiments which 1 have en- 
deavoured to expreſs in different parts 
of this work, are the real ſentiments of 
my own heart? Truth obliges me to 
confeſs to my own confuſion, and thus 
| publicly to declare, for fear of being 

; miſunderſtood, that I dare not flatter 
myſelf that they are. But my whole 
dependence is on that God, who can 
un 
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jn one moment enrich the pooreſt of his 
creatures with his moſt precious giſts 
and treaſures. He alone can fill my 

ſoul with theſe ſentiments; and I make 
it my moſt earneſt requeſt to all thoſe 
who ſhall read my fincere declaration, 
that they will be pleaſed. to join their 
fervent ſolicitations with mine, that I 
may be ſo happy as to obtain them. 


The PRAY EN, or Invocation. 

Spirit of love and of truth! O Thou; 
who. giveſt when thou pleaſeſt, the ſub- 
hmeſt eloquence to the tongues of chik- 
dren, inſpire me with᷑ ſentiments wor- 
thy of thyſelf, and of thy mercies. 

Father of light, excuſe my weak en- 
deavours! A parent cannot be offend- 
ed at the imperfect accents of an in- 

B 4 ___ fant 
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fant child, ve ps the language of 
arne. per- | 
mit me to borrow the expreſſions of 
ſome of thy ſeryants. They were dic- 
tated by thy Holy Spirit: to Thee I 
return thy gifts, and, if I preſume to 
make uſe of them, it is with a view 
only to promote the glory of thy holy 


name. Amen, 


SENTI- 


SENTINXEN TAL 


THEOLOGY. 


ks 


PARY FIRST. Az 

THE WORLD. 
| J. 
H O W long ſhall I continue to flat- 
ter myſelf with the fond hope of find- 
ing perfeR eaſe and tranquillity, for a 
foul ſuffering under the heavieſt load of 

anxiety and diſtreſs! 

Falſe, empty pleaſures ! ſhall Talways 
call on you in vain, to ſoothe the crue] 
| agita- 


2 SENTIMENTAL 
agitations of a heart never ſatisfied, 
never at reſt! Alas! how often have I 
perſuaded myſelf, that you alone could 
afford. me perfect ſatisfaction! Diſap- 
pointed in my expectations, without be- 
ing diſabuſed of my errors, how often 
bave I ſought to relieve by variety the 
Ning of repeated defeats! Like the 
duſt of the earth, which is ſcattered by 
every blaſt of wind, my heart has been. 
the bubble of a thouſand: incoherent 
paſſions. Aſter trying every objeQ, 
without finding any that could fix. it, 
the next hope was, that variety might 
add what was wanting to. its felicity. 
But in vain did it offer itſelf to every 
ereature in its turn. They anſwered 

by their inſufficiency and their empti- 
neſs, as they had. formerly done to Au- 


* “ Settle not thy affeQions on 
io us, 
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3 
us, if thou wouldſt not deceive thy. 
& ſelf; thou wilt never find in us that 
« ſelicity which thau ſeekeſt: it is not 
« in our power to make thee happy. 
% Raiſe thyſelf above all created ob- 
« jets, and aſk heaven, if He that 
* made ws, ja pot more pacelh,, move 
4. amiable than we are.” 

Alas! Shall I never yield, never 
furrender to this intereſting call! Shall 
I always remain deaf to the voice of 
my own experience! What have 1 
gained in the eager purſuits which en- 
gaged my firſt attention, and my earli- 
eſt defires! It is true, I was at firſt 
tranſported with enchanting delights ; I 
conſidered myſelf as the happieſt of be- 
ings ; but I ſoon. grew weary of ado- 
ring the idols I. had raiſed, and. I found 
my greateſt puniſhment in my own re- 


fleQions. 


ſtancy. 


4 SENTIMENTAL 
fleQions, Such is tte nature of ſen- 
ſual pleaſures: Enjoyment is ſoon fol- 
lowed by fatiety, and ſatiety muſt ne- 
ceſſarily beget trouble and incon- 


a 


10 

Blixp and ſenſeleſs wretch as I am, 
I ſought liberty, joy, peace, and tran- 
quiltity in my worldly purſuits, and 1 


dave met with nothing but care, anxi- 


ety, flavery and miſery. The promi- 
ſes of the world awakened all my de- 
fires, but never ſatisfied them; diſap- 
pointment only irritated my paſſions, 


pleaſure only multiplied my cares, till 


at length I found myſelf a ſlave to a 
thouſand mercileſs maſters, who tyran- 
nized over me without remorſe, and 
whom I obeyed without merit. 

| | Impreſ- 


AIS OIO Sr. # 
| Impreſſed with the livelieſt ſenti- 
ments of my unhappy ſituation, I turn- 
ed-myſelf on every fide ; I tried every 
path that ſeemed to lead to felicity; but, 
finding myſelf every where diſappoint- 
ed, I took the reſolution to conſul other 

worldly men, and enquire whether they 
had met with better ſueceſs in their pur. I 
ſuits. I converſed with the votanies of 
the different paſſions. which the world 
inſpires. I conſuked the ambitious, 
the voluptuous, the flothful man. The 
firſt complained of the cruel agitations 
of a diſappointed mind; the ſecond of 
the capriciouſneſs and perfidy of human 
nature; and the third of the apatby 
under which he languiſhes > They all 
agreed in lamenting with the . deepeſt 
concern, the cruel hardſhip. of their 
ST 


S 


6 SEBNTIMENTAL 


fate, which baniſhes contentment and 
eaſe from their breaſts. 


lot, if heaven, which implanted un- 
ceaſing defires of happineſs in thy breaſt, 
has abſolutely put it out of thy power 
to artain this invaluable object! In this 
caſe, thy knowledge, inſtead of being 
a bleſſing, would be thy ſevereſt puniſh- 
ment : Reaſon, that ray of divine 
light, which is an ornament to thy na- 
ture, would only diſtinguiſh thee ſo emi- 
nently from the brute creation, to ren- 
der thy miſery more conſpicuous and 
complete. But let us not harbour a 
thought ſo injurious to the Supreme 
Being, and fo unworthy of his un- 
bounded benevolence. If we are not 
happy, let us blame ourſelves only ; let 


us charge our diſappointment to its real 
caule, 


O man, how truly wretched is thy | 


THzOLOGY. 7 
cauſe, a wrong choice of the objeft 


propoſed, or of the means n. 
to obtain it. 


III. | 
Yes, our own fatal miſtakes occaſion 
all our miſery ! Called to a felicity pro- 
portioned to our deſires, which know 
no bounds, we are ſenfible of its im- 
portance, but we are totally unacquain- 
ted with its nature and its ſource. Like 
the wearied traveller, who, overtaken 
by the gloomy horrors of a ſtormy 
night, takes the firſt path that preſents 
itſelf to his feet, we blindly follow the 
firſt guide that promiſes to lead us to 
happineſs. But the diſappearance of 
the airy phantom ſoon convinces us that 
we have truſted to a falſe light. For 
ſuch is the condition of ſenſual plea- 
fures! the ſame moment gives them 
birth, 


him to thee, and will not ſuffer hits to 


8 SENTIMENTAL 
birth, and puts an end to their exiſt» 
ence. 1 

O God! how great is thy goodneſs 
to man, which is continually drawing 


be happy without thee ! 

O my foul, learn at length to ae 
knowledge thy blindneſs! take a fober; 
a deliberate view of thy real ſitua- 


Allow thyfelf one moment's ferions. 
reflection, and confider what could 
have been the defign of Him who 
brought thee into life; for this thou ow- 
eſt not to thyſelf, Caſt thy eyes on all 
the glories that furround* thee ! Say, 


could the great Creator of the univerſe; 


who has made nothing, who could make 
nothing but what might promote his own 
glory, 


Tu ZO LO u. 9 
glory, has he created thee. alone to ſol- 
low the impulſe of thy inordinate luſts, 
and to ſeek nothing but ſenſual gratifi- 
cations ? Can we ſeriouſly believe, that 
ve were placed in this world only to in- 
dulge our ſelfiſh inclinations? Shall then 
man alone be to himſelf the- end and 
the centre ? Shall man, the moſt per- 
fect of all the works of God, ſhall he 
alone not be directed 40 an end pro- 
portioned to the exalted dignity of his 
nature, and the ſovereign power of his 
Creator? Sha'l he alone be at liberty 
to diſpole of himſelf and his actions as 
fancy may direct? 

i W.. 

SHALL he alone be free to invert the 
order eſtabliſhed by the unerring wiſ- 
dom of the Creator, according to which 
every being moves in its deſtined orb; 


ͤͤͥ _ 


10 S#yTIMENTAL 
every creature perſorms its regular 
functions: the ſun gives light; fire 
warms ; and the air reſreſhes: Shall, 
1 fay, man alone not live for him, by 
whom alone he lives? Shall the ſhye 
ceaſe to be the property of his thafter ? 
Shall the workman not have a right to 
the work of his own bands? Is it poſ- 
fible that a rational being can entertain 
ſo abſurd an idea ? O heavens! is this 
* poſſible l. Ves, I have hafboured this 
idea, however abſurd, however incon- 
fiſtent with, however contrary to, the 
cleareſt principles of reaſon ; at leaſt I 
have lived as if I really believed it. In 
vain has the dumb ereation given me 
leſſons of obedience and fidelity. The 
impetuous tumult of my paſhons ren- 
dered me deaf, Lord, to the voice of 
my cteatures, which preached albud 
that 


TR ZOLIOe v. 11 
that homage and adoration which thou 
requireſt at our hands, as an acknow- 
ledgment of our dependence on Thee! 
I alove, of all thy creatures, have ob- 
ſtinately refuſed to enter into the de- 
ſigus of Thy wiſdom. Deceived by 
falſe appearances, and falſe profeſſions, 
I have hearkened to all the deluſions of 
2 prophane world : I have -abandoned 
my heart to the moſt infamous at- 
tachments, which, by multiplying my 
crimes, have only added to my deſires 


and . my anguiſh. Thou art juſt, O 


Lord, in making the paſſions of man. 


the inſtruments of his chaftiſement, and 
in forcing him by his troubles and diſ- 
appointments, to acknowledge the wiſ- 
dom of that ſupreme law of ſubordina- 
tion. which he has dared to infringe. 
Ce O my 


12 SENTIMENTAL 


O my God, man abandons Thee to 
indulge bis ſenſual inclinations! Thou 
ſuffereſt him to groan under their cruel 
and abſolute tyranny ! He fondly flat- 
tered himſelf that they would make him 
happy ; they are become his tormen- 
tors, and teach him by a fatal experi- 
ence, that the heart, unpoſſeſſed of the 
Sovereign Good, muſt be a ſtranger to 
ſatisfaction, or a victim to bitterneſs and 
diſquiet. wel 
Bi 1 
Yes, my God, I am now thorougb- 
ly. convinced, that an unjuſt and partial 
preference, that an unwarrantable and 
unnatural revolt, firſt made my crime, and 
is now my puniſhment ; that the world, 
which was the tempter, is now my tor- 
mentor. | * 
What then can prevent me from ta- 


king 
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king a deciſive part, which, by render. 
ing to Thee what my pride has hitherto 
with-held, will reſtore to my heart that 
peace and tranquillity which it has loſt, 
and is at once: wy duty and wy inte- 
reſt! er 
Why then do I deliberate and detay? 
O what a prodigy of contradiction and 
weakneſs is the human heart! 

O my ſoul ! how long wilt thou con- 
tinue to love in. creatures thy own anxi- 
ety and diſtreſs? How long wilt thou 
perſiſt to bug the chains that gall thee? 
Would it require more reſolution, and 
a greater effort to break, than to wear 
theſe ſhackles? Would the charms of 
innocence and virtue afford thee leſs 
ſolid comfort, than the turpitude of 
vice, to which thou art a ſlave? Why y 
wilt thou pay ſo. dear for affliction, mi- 

| Cc 3 | ſery, 
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ery; and diſtreſs? Why vit thou ob- 
Rinately perſiſt to carry a burden tov 
heavy for thy ſhoulders? Tell me, 
How wouldft thou be a lofer, if by the 
fcrifice of vain and empty pleaſures, 
or of corroding cares and anxious feel- 
ings, thou couldſt purchaſe real Tu 
and liberty? 

How couldft thou be a loſer, by al 
lerting thy independence on the 'tyran- 
ny of a treacherous world, 'which, un- 
ger ſpecious appearances, loads its fol- 
lowers with infamy; diſguſt and mi- 
r? 
Is t neceſſary to ſpend much time 
nn deliberation, before thou quitteſt the 
augged uneven paths in which thou haft 
hitherto walked, in order to ſecure to 
«by{lf that peaoe and tranquillity after 
whichahou haſt ſo long fighed ? © 


The D 
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The world has not been able to make 
thee happy: Addreſs thyſelf to God; 
taſte, and ſee if true delights are not ta 
be found in him; and if any thing can 
be wanting to thoſe who poſſeſs him. 
| He had the power to create thee, and 
can he want the means to content and 
fatisfy thee? He implanted in thee cheſe 
deſires, as boundleſs as his own nature, 
and He alone can ſatisfy them. 

Alas! if the beauty and the excel- 
lency of virtue only ſcreened us from 
the impetuous agitations of our unruly 
paſſions; if, by a fincere return to 
God, we only ſhook off the ſlaviſſi yoke 
of the world; if we only raiſed our- 
ſelves above its hopes and its viciſſi- 
tudes ; if it only æendered us indepen- 
dent on its capricious turns ; if it only 
ſecured us from its inſulting frowns, if 

| C 4 it 
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it only filled that vacancy which occaſions | 
our uneaſineſs, if it only prevented our 
running after airy fantaſtick pleaſures 
which never come vithin our reach; 
ſtill the happy lot of a juſt ſoul might 
well exeite our envy. | 
In reality, what compariſon is there 
between the reſtraints of a ſober tem- 
perance, the moderation of our frivo- 
Tous deſires, and the madneſs of jea- 
louſy, the humiliation: of neglect, the 
biuggneſs of prophane attachments, and 
the deſpair inſpired by diſappointment! 
No, nothing can equal the wretched 


condition of a lover of the world. A 

prey to a thouſand irritating deſires, to | 
' a thouſand inclinations, of which be is 
himſelf aſhamed ; he is conſcious of the 
infamy of his ſlaviſn conduct, but he 
mires himſelf in chis infamy, and wants 
reſolu- 
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reſolution to break his chains. Every 
thing gives him trouble aud diſguſt; no- 
thing can fix his heart: By varying the 
object of his attachment, he finds, by 
a fad experience, he only multiphes the 
ſubjeQs of his uneaſineſs : Hurried a- 
way by paſſion, and ſtopt in his career. 
by remorſe, he curſes the crime while | 
he commits it, and carries about him a 
ſting, of which nothing can blunt the 
point. The ſinſul gratifications in which 
he has indulged himſelf,” ſoon 
him, like ſo many cruel vultures, which 
tear his vitals, and puniſh him ſor the 
crimes to which they tempted him. | 
This is a faithful picture of the hu- 
man heart, which have often watered | 
with my tears. This has too long been - 
my own unhappy ſituation. | 


| | VI, 
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 - Tazacatnovs, deceitful world, 
fince ſuch is che ot of the moſt favour- 
ed of thy followers, let others for the fu- 
ture court thy ſmiles. I, who have 
been the bubble of my own-credulity, 
and the dupe of the implicit faith I have 
repoſed in thy alluring promiſes, will 
no longer be connetted wich thee ; but, 
after the example of Mary Magdalen, 
u lay my ſetters and my cares at the 
| footer Jeſus Chriſt. I will chere leave 
che apparent inſtruments of my plea- 
fares, the real marks of my flavery, 
and the fource of all my unealineſs. 
But what do I ſay? O my God, can 
I truſt 40 the pncerity of my promiſes, 
if thou doſt not thx the irrefolution of 
my ſoul; if thou doſt not cure its batu- 
ral inſtability ? Alas! I have too many 
reaſons 
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reaſons to be diffident in my own 
ſtrength. I have too often experien- 
ced the fatal impreſſions made on the 
mind by vice. 1 have felt the power 
of habit, and the {ſnares of ſeduQtion. 
J am fenfible that a man may be tired 
of the world, and convinced of the 

emptineſs of ſenſual pleafares, without 
a real change of heart. 
How vain is all che philoſophy of hu- 
man reafon! It may diſcover the na- 
ture and the depth of my wounds, but 
4t cannot afford a cure. In vain have 
I appealed to a tribunal which could 
not allevimte my diſtreſs, but which ad- 
ded to my uncaſmels, by ſhewing me 
the diſorders which it could not reme- 
dy. How often have I called upon 
reaſon to raiſe me from the abyſs into 
Which I had fallen! My feeble efforts, 
| and 
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and the poor aſſiſtance I borrowed, on- 


ly ſunk me deeper into the filth. and 
mud from which I was deſirous to 
riſe. 
VII. 


© how happy. are thoſe ſouls, who 


from. their earlieſt youth have gained 


the maſtery over their own hearts, and 
have taught them to ſubmit to the yoke 
of the Lord! They have ſtifled in their 
birth thoſe paſſions which make us miſe- 
rable while guilty, and render our re- 


turn to virtue at once difficult and ſlow. 


They have ſpared themſelves a thou- 


ſand cares, anxieties and troubles, and 


| have ſecured to themſelves perſett eaſe, 
* tranquillity, and content. 


For my part, as I have been ſo long | 
bewildered in the winding rugged paths. 


of fin, 1 muſt not hope to regain the 
| | road 
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road which leads to peace of mind, and 
to the liberty of the children of God, 
but by forcing a way through the thorns 
and thickets which obſtru& my ſteps. 
Like the prodigal ſon of the goſpel, I 
have been led by my luſts into a diſtant 
and a barbarous country, and I can never 
return to my Father's Houſe, hut by 
fubmitting to the hardſhips and fatigues 
of a long journey. No, I am miſta- 
ken. The man who has long ſwallowed - 
in private the bitter draughts of fin, 
can have no reaſon to dread the ſacred 
horrors of repentance. The calm uni- 
ſormity of a regular life, can create no 
uneaſmeſs in a mind long ipured to the 
emptineſs and apathy of a life of idle- 
neſs and indolence, which no pleaſures 
could gratify, no diſſipation ſootFe. 
10 Yes, 
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Yes, my ſoul, fince thou haſt taſted 
all the bitternefs, all the uneaſineſs, all 
the agitations of a finful life, fear 12 
thoſe difficulties which attend on virtue. 
The painful ſenſations, the violent ſtrug - 
gles, which are the inſeparable compa- 
nions of vice, will render thee inſen- 
fible or ſuperior to every trial that may: 
occur in the courſe of a devout and re- 
hgious life. Thy courage, thy conſtan- 
ey have made thee a martyr to vanity, 


and canſt thou want reſolution to range 


thyſelf under the ſtandard of truth and 
virtue ! 3 
VIII. 14 

No, no, ſince God ealls upon thee 
this day, as he formerly did upon La- 
zarus, attend reſpectſully to the eall. 


Come forth, my foul, as he did, from | 


the grave in which thou haſt long been 
| buried 
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buried : Put off the rayment of death 
in which thou art clothed. Beg of that 
God whoſe merey recals thee to life, 
that he will be gracioufſy pleafed to 
looſen thoſe fetters which bind up thy 
will, and prevem its acting with proper 
vigour and energy. 5M 
O all powerful God, from Thee alone 
can come the defire, and Thou alone 
canſt impart the power to ſerve and love 
thee. Suffer me no longer to indulge the 
idle wiſhes of putting an end to my 
crimes, while I want reſolution effec- 
tually to abandon them. Thou haft 
convinced me of the danger, the emp- 
tigeſs, the futility of creatures; never 
permit my heart to find in them thoſe 
charms by which it was once ſeduced, 
and to which it would again yield an 
eaſy conqueſt, if leſt to its own weak 
| neſs 
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neſs and inconſtancy. I am ſenſible” 
that theſe weak efforts, theſe timid ex- 
ertions are by no means conſonant to 
the [purity of thy eſſence, and the e. 
tent of thy mercies. I acknowledge 
the guilt of an affected delay, which 
has hitherto prevented me from taking 
bold of a hand, which in thy mercy 
thou haſt ſtretched forth to my aſſiſt- 
ance, 'while I willingly ſunk till deeper 


into the mire of fin, from which it was 
thy defire to raiſe me. But I am wil- 
ling to hope that thou wilt pay more at- 
tention to my misſortune than to my 
crimes. Let the weakneſs and the in- 
efficacy of my proceedings plead in my 
favour, and draw down thy mercies on 
my future exertions. Thou knoweſt 
I am nothing but duſt, or an empty 
a that floats a while on the ſurface, 
then 
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then burſts and diſappears. May thy 
pity and compaſſion grow in proportion 
to the difficulties and dangers, to which 
I am expoſed by the inſtability of my 
nature. Rejett not my prayers, tho. 
they breathe nothing but the plaintive 
cries of a diſeaſed heart, which is for- 
cibly impelled towards thee by a long 
ſcries of the moſt cruel and the moſt un- 
remitting uneaſmeſs. Rather perfect 
theſe my poor deſires, by accepting 
them; and give by thy ſecret energy, 
that warmth and fincerity to my return 
to thee, which can alone render it 
agreeable to thee, or beneficial to oy "uy 
ſelf. Amen. 
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PART SECOND. 75 

PENITITENCE. 

I. 
II would avail me little to know and 

to lament my miſery, if this knowledge 
did not inſpire me vith a reſolution to 
leave the gloomy paths of iniquity, and 
that dreary waſte, where I have fo 
long ſuffered from want and hunger. 
Like the prodigal child, (for this cha- 
racter gives me the juſteſt idea of my 

preſent ſituation, and points out to me 

the beſt means of improving my con- . 
dition, ) like this unhappy youth, I will 


riſe and will go to my Father 
But 
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But ſhall I call the Godof holineſs, whom 
I have inſulted, ſhall I call the God of juſ- 
tice, my Father? Has not a perfidious 
and ungrateful ſon forfeited the advan- 
tage of ſo glorious an adoption by his 
diſobedience and deſertion ? Is not the 
name of ſervant too good for one, who 
has long been a ſlave to the blind im- 
pulſe of lawleſs paſſions? It certainly 
is, and my wiſhes muſt riſe no higher. 
After forfeiting his favour and atten- 
tion, I muſt now content myſelf with 
being the object of his compaſſion. 
Yes, I ſhall think myſelf too happy, if 
he vouchſafes to receive me into the 
number of the laſt, and the meaneſt of 
his ſervants. 

Great God! behold me proſtrate at 
thy feet, covered with extreme confu- 
lion, not daring to raiſe my eyes to- 

D 2 Warcs 
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wards thee, nor to ſpeak to thee, but 


by my tears and repentance. This is 
the only language I can employ to im, 


plore thy. mercy, and in my preſent ſit 
tuation no other language can exprels 
my feelings. Alas! of all the precious 
gifts which I received at thy bands, 
when inrolled among thy children ; no- 


thing now remains, but the ſhame of 


er ſquandered and miſapplied them. 
II. 

Is it poſſible, O Lord, that 90 
ſhouldſt know me under the tattered 
garb that covers me ? Disfigured by po- 
veriy, and emaciated by hunger, 1 
muſt be an object of diſguſt and abhor- 
rence in thy fight. I have no apology 
to make, no ſervices, no merits to plead 
in my behalf. My tears are now my 
anly poſſeſſion, and my laſt reſource. 
But 
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But under the heavy load of affliftion 
and concern, which at preſent over- 
whelms me, they will convey to thee 
ſentiments, which no words of mine can 
expreſs. Permit me only to pour them 
into thy. fatherly boſom ; allow me to 
touch the hem of thy garment with the 
lively faith and the holy confidence of 
the woman in the goſpel, who had long 
laboured under the moſt dangerous diſ- 
eaſe. | 
Great Author of Nature, thou en- 
courageſt all thoſe who ſuffer pain, and 
languiſh in obſcurity, to come to Thee. 
Thou haſt promiſed to reject no man, 
and to ſhew a particular attention to ſuch 
as have drunk deepeſt of the bitter cup 
of affliction. . Relying entirely on thy 
fidelity to thy promiſes, I preſume 
to ſeek refuge in the bowels of thy 
D3 mercy, 
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mercy, againſt thy offended juſtice. I 
am, and I feel unworthy, to raiſe my 
eyes towards thee, and to beſecch thee 
to pardon me; but my extreme miſery 
pleads for me, and may prevail. O 
Lord! deign to be attentive to the voice 
of my forrow and confuſion ; pleale to 
conſider that, far from pretending to 
juſtify my evil ways, I am thoroughly 
convinced of the infamy and the dan- 
ger of my former conduct. Alas! thou 


haſt purſued me with unremitting care, 
while I fled from thee : Abandon me 
not, when I return to thee. If my 
crimes exceed all thoſe of former ſin- 
ners, let me enjoy thoſe favours, thoſe 
mercies, which ſaved them, and refto- 
red them to thy love and protection. 

| M. 
GREAT God, I am ſenſible that, if 
thou 
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thou conſulteſt only thy juſtice, I muſt 


be rejected and periſh. But if thy mer- 


cy is to pronounce my ſentence, I may: 
ſtill hope for pardon and ſalvation. This. 
is the moſt amiable; as it is the moſt eſ- 
ſential attribute of thy divine Nature. 
Thy wrath, indignation and vengeance- 
are called forth only by. our crimes, 
whereas theſe crimes are pardoned by. 
a goodneſs inherent in the eſſence. 

Give me leave, O Lord, to obſerve, 
that the rigour of thy juſtice, in the de- 
ſtruction. of a weak mortal man, will: 
not be ſo. conſpicuous a proof of thy 
power, as a free pardon granted to an 
undeſerving ſinner will be, of thy mercy. 
I am ſenſible that this mercy alone can 
ſoften thy reſentment. againſt. me, or 
gain thy favour ; and it is on the infi- 
nite extent of this mercy. that I ground: 
1 my; 
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my hope. The prophet aſſures us, 
that it raiſes thoſe who are buried in 
darkneſs and in the ſhadow of death, 
and leads them into the path of life-and 
peace. This ſame mercy prevailed on 
thee to come down from heaven, to vi- 
ſit us in our baniſhment, in the ſtate of 
indigence, and the ſhadow of death, 
under which we had ſo long groaned. 
'On this tender, this ſuperabundant.mer- 
cy I now call, to ſcreen me from the 
terror of thy judgments. I throw my- 
ſelf into its arms, as the affrighted child 
; flies to the boſom of a tender parent 
1 for prutetlion. | 

5 IV. . 

Wu all the horrid deeds of my 

life paſt preſent themſelves to my view, 
J am ſeized with fear.and trembling, 1 
imagine J every moment hear that cru- 


& 


capacious mouth under my feet, and 
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el, that ſhocking, but juſt ſentence, 
which ſhall baniſh ſinners for ever from 
thy preſence. Hell ſeems to open its 


my ears are pierced with the affecting 


ſhrieks and cries of thoſe unhappy vic- 


tims of ſin, whom thy juſtice has con- 
demned to never-ending flames. 

O dreadful excels of all evils and 
miſeries ! O torments without end or 
meaſure ! O hell ! can J think of thee 


without horror! I was on the brink of 


becoming a prey to thee. O fin, which 
haſt opened this frightful-abyſs ! O hi- 
deous monſter ! How ſtupid muſt 4 
be, who affect not to fear thee! | 
O my ſoul, what thus cloſed thy eyes 
to conviction! What fatal blindneſs 
prevented thy ſeeing this place of tor- 
ment, towards which thou didſt advance 
with 
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with fuch haſty ftrides! O my God, 


from what a ſcene of miſery and woe 
haſt thou relieved me? Where ſhould 


I now be, if thy mercy had not open 


ed my eyes, and torn that veil, which 


my paſſions had drawn between my fins. 


and thy judgments ? Where ſhould E 


be, if thy patience had not borne with 
my effected delays? Great God, I re- 


flet-with gratitude, but 1 tremble at 


the reſledion that my dwelling would: 


now be in hell. My place was already 


marked out; already did I belong to- 
the number of thoſe reprobate fouls, 


who ſhall ever feel the direful effects of 


thy wrath, My name was written in 


fiery characters in the the book of death, 


among thoſe unfortunate wretches, who 


have been hurled by divine vengeance 


into this abode of horror and deſp 
| V.. 


2 
* 


Lad 


provided I may be with thee, and love 
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v. | 

O ux God, what a prodigy of mer- 
cy doſt thou here exhibit! I he abyſs 
has heard Thy voiee, and I am deli- 
vered from it. O heavens, can this 
be true ? May I truſt to the exceſs of 
joy, which tranſports me! And art thou 
not loſt for ever to me? May I ſtill pre- 
ſume to hope for the happineſs of poſ- 
feſling thee !---If this be the caſe, burn, 
cut and tear me, {pare me not in time, 
provided thou wilt ſpare me in eternity. 
Heap all the miſeries of this life upon 
me; the moſt excruciating pains, the 
bittereſt afflictions, the moſt cruel tor« 
tures, -nay, even thoſe of hell itſelf, 
provided I may fee and poſſeſs thee, 


thee eternally. L wiſh for nothing more, | 


I ſean 
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I fear nothing, I am * content- 
ed and happy. 

But, O divine Redeemer ! whit 
length of time, what delicacy of feel- 
ings, what floods of tears can ever ſuf. 
fice to obtain ſo great a bleſſing, to atone 
for crimes, which have deſerved fo ſe- 
vere a puniſhment, to expreſs the 
warmth and the ſincerity of v4 grati- 
tude to Thee | 

, - This boundleſs mercy, this gratui- 
tous benevolence of my God, is the moſt 
amiable of his perfections; and I now 
experience, that the prophet had every 
reaſon to aſſure us that it lies neareſt his 
heart, and that he delights in nothing 
more, than in the exerciſe of it. In this 
bottomleſs, this unconfined ocean, all 
ſinners may drown their iniquities, and 
cleanſe their garments. From hence 

in 
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in future will I draw ſentiments of the 
moſt unreſerved confidence, convinced 
that, however great my debts may be, 


they will ſtill be ſurpaſſed by the inſi- 


nite riches of divine mercy ; and that 
the extremity of my. miſeries will only 
render me a fitter obje& of the band. 
leſs liberality of my God. 
| VI. ; 
Tais mercy, which affords me the 
moſt ſolid grounds of confidence, is like- 
wiſe the moſt powerful, motive to re- 
pentance, My guilt muſt riſe in pro- 
portion to the . goodneſs of divine pro- 
vidence towards me. The patience, 
the generous indulgence of God only 
agravate the crime of my , rebellion, 
crown the exceſs of my grief, and ſhall 
hereafer be the meaſure of it. I will 
never ceaſe to e myſelf that I have 
raiſed 
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raiſed my ſacrilegious hand againſt the 


moſt tender of parents: I will ever re. 


member in the bitter anguiſh of an 
afflicted foul, that 1 have infamouſly 
betray'd the beſt of friends, and have 
ſhamefaly abandon'd the moſt amiable 
of ſpouſes. Theſe reflections will fink 
deep into my heart and will affect it 
with that degree of real grief and con- 
cern, which is naturally felt on the fud- 
den loſs of a parent, of a fend, or 4 
beloved ſpouſe. 

O thou, who didſt water thy avid 
thy. bread and thy drink with thy 
tears, at once a prince and the pat- 


tern of repenting ſinners, may thy 


example teach me to ſet no bounds 
to my ſighs and my contrition. Is it 
poſſible to feel, or to expreſs too much 
forrow, can crimes without number be 

- to0 
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too much lamented? Can ] ceaſe to de- 
plore ſins, which I began to commit 
almoſt as ſoon as I began to live? How 
happy ſhould I have been, if carried 
from the baptiſmal font to the grave ? 
But I was born to be unfortunate, and 
I want tears to lament my ſituation. 
Theſe tears, O God, which nature can- 
not furniſh, muſt come from thee. 
Thy grace encourages me to hope for 
effects, which exceed the feeble mw 
of natural agents. 
| VII. . | 
Tur ſupreme Being, who formerly 
drew plentiful ſtreams of water from a 
hard rock, can grant me an inexhauſ- 
tible ſource of ever-flowing tears. Why 
may I not flatter myſelf with the hape 
of fome ſhare of that fountain of living 
waters, which was offered by divine 


mercy 
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| parch'd:with thirſt; 1 (fink under the 
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Like the hart panting with fatigue and 


length of the courſe 1 have run, from 
the line of reftitude, to which I can ne- 


ver return, but by aheart-felt contrition, 


to my lamentations, or any. bounds to 
my deſires of compundtion. 


Oye happy penitents of Thebaii 
obtain for me ſome of your ſentimetits 
and ſtrength to praQtiſe ſome of thoſe 
penitential works, .thoſe holy ſeverities, 
which an inge nious love and contrition 
taught you to embrace. Covered with 
ſackcloth and aſhes, I bebold you with 


admiration, paſſing whole nights i in beat · 


ing your breaſt, refuſing the refreſh- 


ment. of ſleep, and entirely employed 


in * divine wrath, and offering 
a holy. 


mercy to the- woman of Samara? 


62 


1e t 


a holy violence to Heaven by ſuch ſighs 
and groans, as might ſoften the hardeſt 
rocks into compaſſion. Your tears and 


your groans were almoſt your only 


nouriſhment. What then muſt be my 


ſorrow, by what ſacrifices can I hope to 
appeaſe the juſtice of an angry Deity, 


of a Deity provoked and inſulted by 
fins more numerous, than the grains of 
ſand on the ſea coaſt ! What attenticn, 


what warmth and ſincerity of affeftion, 


can atone for that criminal indifference, 
vith which J have hitherto received the 
ſtrongeſt and moſt convincing proofs cf 
his unbounded benevolence ! What 
tears can expiate the guilt of thoſe ſen. 
ſual gratifications, which my heart has 


preferred to the happineſs of poſſeſſing 
thee, My God! I am ſenſible that, if 
my tears were far more copious, than I 

1 cen 
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can ever hope they will be, my gtief 
till more pungent and ſincere, my ex- 
preſſions of love and gratitude infinitely | 
more ſtrong, they would ſtill bear no 
proportion, either to thy en; or 

do my offences. 
VIII. 

I am not ignorant that the cnet 
all mankind would he a very inſuffici- 
ent fatisfattion for one ſingle fin: I 
know that no man can be ſaved, but by 
| the merits of Jeſus Chrift, and he 
| 2 great mercies of God: I am ſenſible 
that no other tears, but thoſe of a man 
God can atone for ſm, May theſe 
dear, theſe precious tears give ſome 
little vatue to mine: May they flow 
together; may J {hed them with my 
Redeem» 


| 
i 
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Redeemer, Jeſus. My tears, united 
10 bis, will afford pleaſure, joy and 
utility ; they will prevent thole perpe- 
tual, thoſe unavatling tears, to which I 
bave deſorved to he candemaed ; they 
will acquire a merit, which may wafn 
away all the ſtains of my . foul. The 
merey af God will be at once the ſource, 
the end, the reward of theſe my tears. 
Itwill produce thoſe unſpeakable groans, 
which are the fruits of the Holy Ghoſt 
in our hearts, it will ſanctify, it will one 
day hear them, and ſpeak to my ſoul 
that comfortable word, which the wo- 
man of the Goſpel had the happineſs. 
to hear from the mouth of unerring 
truth, in return for her tears expreſſive 
of the warmeſt love; that ſhe might 
$9.1n peace, becauſe her fins were for- 

given her, 


1 1 
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So happy an aſſurance can not be 
purchaſed at too dear a rate. Hoy 


precious muſt the gift of tears be, which 


can obtain ſuch mercies! They ſhall 
Henceforward be the only objelu of 
my . | 1 
IX. 5 
6 iden the ſeverities of a penitential 
life can draw down: upon me the choi- 
ceſt favours of Divine Mercy, I will 


devote myſelf entirely to the praftice of 


them. From this moment, my grief 


| hall eſpouſe the intereſt. of God's jul- 


tice, againſt every thing, by which 1 
have provoked it. Like a two-edged 


| ſword, it ſhall cut aſunder every tie; 


by which I may till cleave to the earth. 


1 will make continual ſacrifices of eve- 


Ty thing around me, of all the creatures, 
by the abuſe of which I have offended 


Hea - 
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Heaven. Whatever has contributed 
to my erimes, ſhall be as odious to me, 

as the crimes themſelves. I ſhall never 
think any thing innocent, that has been 
favourable to vice; and on the other 
hand, whatever may be employed as 

an inſtrument of divine vengeance, 
ſhall be dear to me, becauſe too much 
cannot be demanded at the hands of 
one, who owes every thing that he has, 
of one, who has ſpent the belt part of his 


life in forgetting, in inſulting him, from 


whom he received it. The enormous 
abuſe of creatures, vill juſtify the moſt 
rigorous: injunRtions, to forego the fu- 
ture uſe of ſuch, as are moſt innocent in 


themſelves. 


Such are the real ti of my 
afllicted heart; they are the fruits of 
E g divine 


preflien of my grief, when I ſhall ex- 
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divine mercy, and this mercy alone cat 
render them fincere and laſting, +: + 
As ſcurce one day of my hfe haspaſ- 


' fed, without being marked by ſome 


ſhameleſs tranſgreſſion, let every ſuture 
day be employed in the purfuit of vit · 


tnc. May every thing that I have, and 


every thing that J am, conſpire to de- 
precate the wrath of Heaven; may all 


u ethployments, my prayers, my 


wars, my very fence, mount to the 
throne of mercy, and plead my cauſe, | 

Great God! may theſe characters, 
to which I inerufl my fighs, repeat em 
to Thee, when I am no longer adle to 
do it myſelf. May they plead in my fa- 
vour, when I am buricd in the fem | 
rave; and, by preſerving the real ſen· | 
timents of my heatt, and the true e 
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it no longer, ſupply for che want of 
time, which prevents my pouring forth 
all the bitterneſs, all the ſincerity of my 
repentance, Amen. 


OLD OL CIE DID DL LO LOTT OO 10 LDLE? 
PART THIRD. 6 


GRATITUDE AND COMPASSION. 
I. 
Wu OEVE R would ſcreen him- 
ſelf from the ſhafts of divine wrath, 
mult ſeek refuge in the mercy of his 
Creator, and hide his guilty head in his 
fatherly boſom. This refuge is open to 
me; 1 will enter, and I will never quit 
it. I can never ſulficiently admire the 
extent of this unmerited mercy, which 
never appears in a more amiable, or in 
E 4 a 


7 
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a tronger light, than when repreſented 
by thoſe wounds, which were received 
with a view to atone for my fins; and 
which are retained 'only to — 
confidence. 

However affecting this fight muſt be 
to a grateful heart, ſtill this heart dwel- 
leth with infinite complacency on the 
pleaſing object. I here read the hiſto- 
ry of divine love, and a heart open to 
the ſentiments of gratitude, can hope for 
no greater comfort, than muſt ariſe from 
the continual remembranceof the weight 
and the extent of its obligations, and 
the lively tranſports which accompany 
EE” 1 

Ye angels of peace, who ſhed ſuch 
copious floods of tears, when ye were 
| ſpeQators of this affe ting ſcene, inſpire : 
me with thoſe ſentiments, which you then | 
experienced. 
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Our adorable Redeemer died not ſor 
you, but you could not be indifferent 
to his ſufferings. And ſhall I be inſen- 
lible to them, I, who have cauſed them 
by my crimes? | 
O thou moſt tender and moſt afliQ- | 
ed mother, who didſt ſacrifice thyſelf 
on the ſame altar with thy beloved ſon! 
His birth gave thee no pain, but his 
death overwhelmed thee with affliction. | 
The nails, which faſtened him to-the 
croſs, pierced deep /into thy boſom : : 
Ah! why do they not ſink into mine, 
and there trace in bloody characters 
ſentiments worthy of this affeQing ſcene! 
I was the cauſe of all. the ſufferings 


of the mother and the Son; and why 
does not the whole load of divine ven- 
geance fall on my devoted head! But if 
an excels of goodneſs and mercy 1s plea- 
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ſed to interpoſe in my behalf, let them 
fuffer me at leaſt, by a ſincere com- 
paſſion, to take ſome ſhare in thoſe ſuf- 
ferings, of which my fins were the only 
cauſe, and permit my ſoul, hitherto in- 
fenfible to the ſtrongeſt proofs of love, 
to taſte one drop of that bitter cup; of 
which they drank ſo RIP on this 

orcalion, 
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Tux firſt rene of this ſevere trial 
paſſes in that garden, where I behold 
my Redeemer proſtrate on the ground, 
and finking under a heavy load of the. 
bittereſt pangs. He ſhudders, and his 
ſoul is agitated : the ground is ſprinkled: 
with his tears, and my eyes tell me that 
theſe tears are blood. O my God, thy 
executioners are not here: they appear 
not; and yet I behold thee ſhedding 

thy 
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can be the cauſe of this uncommon 
agony ? Sinner, tis thyſelf! yes, us 
« even thyſelf, From that fatal mo- 
% ment, when firſt thy foul was conta- 
„ minated by fin,” all the abomina- 
« tions of thy guilty life have been 
ever preſent to my mind, and at 
this inſtant thoſe fame abominations, 
andicipating the rage and aggrava- 
ting the cruelty of my executioners, 
« Hl my ſoul with extreme anguiſh 
« and depreſſion. Yes, the torments 
+ prepared for me, great as they ate, 
„vill have fome bounds: they will 
« not all fall together upon me, and 
« if my ſufferings are to be prolonged, 
at left they will be mitigated by a 
* ſaceffion of pain. But the ſms of 
* mankind in general, and thine in 

« particular, 
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„ partieular, all at this very indlane; 
*like ſo man untamed and furious 


ne ruſh, RG on-: 
Keul, t dr oro 36 1 
Ah! my child by theſes ſulerings 
thou art born into a life of grace, and 
4 anti. hou be unmindful of him, to 


whom thou oweſt it ? Wilt thou not 


e henceforward hate and deteſt fin; 
« Which has: reduced me into this 
*<, ſhocking ſituation and which may 
one day plunge thee into ſtill greater 
. miſeries, by an eternal ſeparation- 
from me Ab! quit fin, fave thy. 
«. foul from impending ruin. IL aſk no 
6 other reward for all that: I have done, 
1 all that I ſuffer for the 

Grant me but this one requeſt, and I 
„ will meet death with pleaſure, and 
« will inſtantly preſent myſelf to the 
brutal mob, that ſeeks me. 


Aut 
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An | my God, my tears muſt ex- 
preſs to thee the emotions; which theſe 
kind reproaches' have excited in my 
ſoul, and theſe tears alone can paint 
the horror I have conceived for every 
thing, that can diſpteaſe thee. ales 
But he moves, and I am determined 
to ſee the event. Behold the treache- 
rous diſciple advances, that wretch, 
V ho has engaged to deliver him up to 
his enemies. His maſter is not unit. 
formed of his traiterous deſigns,” but be 
receives him graciouſly," he he ſpeaks 
OY to him; but his obdurate heart 

is perfectiy inſenſible to theſe marks of 
attention, and he actually gives the 
ſignal agreed on, for the apprehenfion 
of his ſacred perſon, TY the mob e 


ſollowed him. 


oh 


| 
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Oh Heavens! 1 be him bound and 
faackled, bke a common maleſaſtor. 
And does the Kang of Glory ſubmit 9 
be. treated with ſuch indignity:? Can 
the feeble hands of mortal man chain 
the lovereign power af his God!] No, 
he is bound only by the iovalible ties 
of love, and this love of me induces 
him to — that 1 a 
recover mine. 
Ho happy ſhould: a it in 
my power 40 prevent the repetition of 
freſh inſults, which mark his every 
Rep, while he is. hurried from one tri- 
bunal to another, to the diſgrace of his 
Country, of humanuy and juſtice, His 
divinity is mocked in the Jewiſh :coun- 
cil ; his wiſdom is accounted the height 
of folly at Herod's court. I may have 


deſerved ſuch indignities, ſuch inſults, 
but 
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but what could induce the God of glo- 
y. of wiſdom and power to diveſt him- 
ſelf of theſe attributes? He was willing 
to cure my pride, and this could only 
be cured by the bitter draught, which 
he conſents to drink. Already he has 
drunk it almoſt tp the dregs, and ſhall 
I obſtinately refuſe to taſte it? 
171 „Mn 

Ta baſe perßdy of \ daasdy dc 
ciple afforded freſh matter of real con- 
cern to the generous heart of an indul- 
gent maſter. However his merty re- 
lents not, and alook of tenderneſs and 
compaſſion ſoon draws from his eyes 


a torrent of availibg tears. If I was 


favoured with this powerful langnage 
of the eyes, I ſhould not betray fuch 
weakneſs, when expoſed to trials and 
dangers. | 


Silence 


1 
an 
A 
1 
1 
i 
il 
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Silence, and an humble reſerve, are 


the only anſwers be makes,” to the 
moſt odious accuſations © and moſt 
atrocious calumnies of his enemies. 
"The ſynagogue, inflamed by the ſucceſs 
of his doftrine, and enraged at the pu- 


rity of his manners, firſt paſs ſentence 
of death upon him, and then apply with 


a clamorous inſolence to the Roman 
governor, for an order to have it car- 
ried into immediate execution. This 


and ſhocked at the brutal violence of 
his accuſers, firſt heſitates, then baſely 
yields and ſigns the warrant. © This 
cruel, this unjuſt ſentence is received 


with a ſpirit of meekneſs, which adds 
to the charms of innocence. He ſilent- 


| 1y acquieſces, and, like the lamb under 


-magiſtrate, conſcious of his innocence, - 


the 


col 
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the hand of the ſheerer, he utters no 
complaints, he offers no defence. 

When he 1s ſtripped of his clothes, 
when bound to a pillar, when his fleſh 
is torn with ſcourges, when he's cover- 
ed with blood, his torture is exquiſite, 
but not a ſigh eſcapes him. He is hap- 
py to deliver me from the rigour of di- 
vine vengeance, by exhauſting, it on 
himſelf. 

In vain do I call upon theſe barbarous 
ſavages to: ſtay their hands, or to dif- 
charge all their fury on-me, and to ſpare 
this injured victim. Their ears are 
deaf to my intreaties, and their rage 
knows no bounds, | 

Ve. 

So inhuman. a ſpeQtacle muſt ſhock. 
every heart, that is not quite cloſed to 
the impreſſions. of humanity : What 
F emo- 
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emotions muſt it then excite in the 
heart of a Chriſtian, who has been 
taught by revelation, that this bloody 
ſcene would never have been exhibited, 
if it had not been occaſioned om 
fins! 

Yes, my God, every bleeding wound 
loads me with the bittereſt reproaches. 
Cruel, unſeeling creature, is this the 
return thou makeſt for ſo much love! 
Yes, I acknowledge, my dear Redeem- 
er, and my tears can beſt expreſs to 
thee my acknowledgment, that my fins 
put freſh arms into the mercileſs hands 
of thy executioners, and are the real 
cauſe of all thy ſufferings. 

My ſenſual pleafures, and criminal 
gratifications, have reduced the Son of 
man into ſo abjett a ſtate of wretched- 
nels, that every pes of his body is co- 


vered 
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vered with wounds, But at length ei- 
ther their ſavage fury relents, or they 
want ſtrength to continue the bloody 
ſoene. Their ſtrength fails them; but 
this circumſtanee only provokes their 
ferocity, and whets their ingemtity in 
the diſcovery of new torments. They 
now forcibly preſs a crown of twiſted 
thorns into his ſacred head; they throw 
a veil of diſhonour over his adorable 
face, and ſacrilegiouſſy bend their knees, 
to offer the homage of infult and deri- 
| fron. Such is the atonement he is ptea- 

ſed to make for my ambition, my af- 
fected delicacy, my extreme fenfibility, 
my abhorrence of TRI and fuf- 
ferings ? 

But, had not the Son of God, equal 
in all things to his eternal Father, deba- 


fed himſelf ſufficiently by cloathing him- 
F 2 ſelf. 
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ſelf with mortal fleſh! Was it neceſſa- 
ry that he ſhould be ſo disfigured. by 
filth and wands, that the beholders 
might doubt whether they ſaw a human 
being! If we had not the authority of 
the Roman magiſtrate to pronounce him 
Man, we ſhould be at a loſs by what 


name to call him. 


| . ; 

Bur the clamours. of the riotous 
mob grow upon my ears. They are not 
touched at the fight of thoſe wounds, 
that blood, that modeſt and dejetted 
air, which at once ſpeaks his ſufferings 
and his generous love of us. Nothing 
can appeale their fury, and they now 
call aloud for his life, by the ſhameful 
puniſhment of the crols. A murderer 
is pardoned, to make way. for the exe» 
cution of the author of life. 
4 O you, 
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O you, who obtained the cure of 
your diſorders from yolir benevolent 
Saviour; you, whom be called forth 
from the ſilent grave, why do you not 
now appear, and reſcue him from the 
hands of the barbarous ruffians? Do 
not you ſee that the judges of the ſyna- 
gogue, unmindful of that juſtice, which 
they were appointed to adminiſter to 
the people, conſpire againſt the life of 
your divine benefaftor, and that, ea- 
gerly thirſting for his blood, they have 
already loaded him with a heavy croſs, 
which he is condemned to Gr to the 
place of execution ? 

Behold the moſt adorable victim ad- 
vance towards the: altar, like another 
Iſaac, loaded with the materials for the 
facrifice, But he faints, he finks un- 
der the burden, and the inhuman mob 
F 3 | now 
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now almoſt defeat their own malicious 
' purpoſes, by the cruel exertions they 
wake, to force @ return of life and 
ſtrength. Abl why have 1 not 4be 
comfort to lend my dear Redeemer 
ſome aſſiſtanee in carrying his: craſs? 
Why at leaſt may I not ſhare that ho- 
nour with the happy. Cyrenean ? Why 
am I refuſed this favour, while every 
cruel wiſh of thoſe who ſeek his death, | 
is immediately gratified ? 

Come, O holy croſs, come to my 
willing arms ! Let me kiſs the adorable 
blood of my Redeemer, with which 
thou art ſprinkled! Ah! how many 
claims haſt thou to my warmeſt and ſin- 
cereſt affeclion? Thou art the bed, on 
which my Redeemer brought me forth 
into a liſe of grace; thou art the altar, 

on 
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on which he faerificed himſelf for oy 
ſake, 


VII. 

O zoLy croſs! the faithful witneſs of 
the moſt excruciating torments that ever 
human creature underwent, explain to 
me the feelings, and deſcribe the beha- 
viour of the Lamb of God, when, ha- 
ving reached Mount Calvary, he deli- 
vered himſelf into the hands of his ex- 
ecutioners. With what meekneſs does. 
he ſtretch forth his arms to be nailed 
to the creſs! Streams of blood iſſue 
from his wounded hands. And are 
theſe the hands ſo often, ſo liberally 
employed in the relief of indigence and 
miſery ? Are thoſe feet ſuffered to be 
ſo cruely pierced, thoſe ſacred feet, 
which have traced out to us the: path 
toſovereign felicity! What infinite plea- 
F 4 ſure 
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ſure would it give me to cover them 
with my body, and to ſcreen them in 
my embraces ! But the infernal rabble 
now raiſe the croſs, and, letting it down 
with a violent ſhock, they tear open all 
his wounds, and renew all his ſuffer- 
ings. 4 f | . | 72 
O God, tis now no longer in my 
power to embrace thy knees, and to 
water them with my tears; but I muſt 
beg the performance of thy promiſe, to 
draw me to thyſelf, that I may till en. 
joy that happineſs. Grant that love may 
faſten me to the croſs with thee, I vill 
complain of no hardſhip, I can ſuffer 
none in thy company. If thou wilt - 
vouchſafe to receive me to thy boſom, 
and into thy arms, the croſs will have 
infinite charms for me, whatever co- 
jours nature may employ to paint it. 
ITT I know, 
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1 know, O Lord, that the favour 1 
preſume to aſk, is great, much grea- 
ter than any thing I can pretend to de- 
ſerve, but what am I not encouraged 
to hope from thy goodneſs, which is 
extended to thy executioners, and eon- 
jures the eternal Father to behold this 
cruel tragedy, rather with an eye of 
compaſſion for the ignorance of a de- 
luded multitude, than of reſentment of 
their ſavage inhumanity ? A prayer full 
of winning tenderneſs, and worthy of 
the generous ſentiments of an injured 
God. Such a prayer ſhould ſtifle eve- 
ry riſing wiſh of revenge in the heart 
of a Chriſtian. 


VIII. 
ArTzr this ſtriking 1cfſon of un- 
bounded benevolence, the firſt atten- 


rion of our amiable Redeemer, is turn- 
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ſedling farewell! One of his diſciples: 


— 
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ed towaĩds the moſt afflidted of mothets. 
What impreſſions muſt have been made 
in her heart, by his tender look and af- 


is appointed io be ber guardian and 
her Son, and he bequeaths to this ſavou- 
red difeiple the voribieſt of all mothers, 
In him I have the diſtinguifhed honour 
to ſhare in this adoption, which is dear- 


er to me, than any thing this world can 


But white he extends his tender at- 
tention to all around him, he ſuffers 


-himſelf to languiſh under extreme de- 
jektion. Abandoned by all mankind, 


he now ſeems to be forſaken by his hea- 
venly Father, and the ſeverity of this 
trial affects him more than all his other 


ſufferings. 


Parched by a burning thirſt, he can 
obtain no other refreſhment than the 
bittereſt 
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bittereſt gall. Ab! my God, how of- 
ten have I defeated; bow often refuſed 
to gratify thy * * of my b 
on 

Nothing now remains, and this h 
ſetting ſcene draws towards a conclu- 
Gon. Man has filled up the meaſure 


of his malice, and divine goodneſs can 
go no fai ther. The prediftions of the 
prophgts are accompliſhed, hell yields 
a complete victory, man is redeemed 
from the ſlavery of Satan, and of ſin, 
ample reparation is made to the ingu- 
red glory of God, and nothing now xe- 
mains, but the final concluſion of this 
great ſacrifice. The excels of his ſuf _ 
ferings would long have put an end to 
it, if bis life had not been miraculouſly 
preſerved, to add to his merit, and to 
the benefits I am to receive from it. 
A ſingle 
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A fingle drop of thy blood, O divine 
dener, would have been ſufficient 
to purchaſe the reconciliation of more 
than one world, but thou wouldſt ſhed 
the laſt drop of it, to convince us, — | 
thy generoſity knows no bounds. / 
ſhort, pleaſed to have obtained — me 
at ſo high a price the moſt precious gifts, 
the Maſter of life and death reſigns his 
holy foul into the hands of his e 
1 1900 | 


* 

O wv foul, can thy grief, thy ten- 
der compaſſion, thy gratitude, be con- 
fined to any bounds! Thy Saviour, thy 
Deliverer dies for thee! He dies, that 
thou mayeſt live; he dies, becauſe he 
loves thee; he dies, becauſe thou lo- 
veſt him not! Ah! die with him, die 
for love of bim, follow him into the 
' Monument, 
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monument, and there bury thyſelf wich 
him. There, in filent ſolitude, in a 
total ſeparation from all other - objeQts, 
perſedlly inſenſible to every other care, 
contemplate at leiſure | the boundleſs 
mercies of thy Redeemer; and thy own 
obligations. The flame of divine love 
will kindle the warmeſt affeQtions-in 
thee ; thou wilt inceſſantly repeat to 
thyſelf with the livelieſt tranſports ; 
© Yes, it was for me, it was for the love 
« of me, that a God diveſted himſelf; 
of his glory, that he aſſumed a mor- 
tal body, that he became man, and 
the moſt wretched of men! It was 
© for me, that he ſuffered the moſt ex- 
quiſite torments! Twas for me, that 
he laid down his liſe, enen 
«* nominious death!!! 
the Divine Protector has — | 
me 
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me with every attention, has opened all 
dis treaſures to me, has raiſed me from 
the loweſt condition to the higheſt ho- 
nours, and from extreme indigence, to 
| deſerved, Ab, my God! the wildeſt 
armbnion never foared to that pitch of 
grandeur and felicity, to which thy la- 
"iſ goodneſs bas raiſed us. 
O my foul, hete freely indulge al 
wy tranſports! Let all my powers unite 
10 return fuirable thanks to ſo generous 
adriend. . But what do 1 ſay? O my 
God, any one of the favours T have 
veceivet from thee, far ſurpaſſes every 
' fentiment of the livelieſt gratitude. 
What ackoowtedgmient then can I make 
for all thy mercies, the value of which 
can only be equalled by their num- 


may 


R 
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May all. created beings conſpire with 
me, and ſupply my deficiency by all the 
power of their exertions! Yes, with a a 
view, to return more ſuitable thanks to 


the Supreme Being, I will preſume to 


call in to my aid all the trarſports and 


the thankſgivings of the ſaints! I will 


dare to join my feeble voice to that of 
the Cherubims, the Seraphims, and of 
all the hoſt of heaven. Let us catch 
ſome fparks of celeſtial love from theſe 
flaming ſpirits, to light up and warm 
our love. Let us intreat, let us con- 


jure them to ſecond our weak effarts, 


and to aſſiſt us to form laſting ſentiments 
of that gratitude, love and reſpett, which 
:nimate them, which will atimate them 
through an endleſs eternity. Amen. 
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at the fight of a God crucified for my 
ſake, and impreſſed with the livelieſ 


ſentiments. of gratitude, my ſoul has in- 


vited all created beings to join with her 


in canticles of praiſe and thankſgiving: 
The holy tranſports of the Cherubims 


and Seraphims, the united efforts of all 


the heavenly ſpirits have ſupplied for my 
inſufficiency. But, ah! I muſt again 


apply to them, I muſt agam in- 
treat and conjure them all to lend me 
their aſſiſtance, and inſpire me vith all 


the- warmth of their. love. For that 
omni-- 
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omnipotent and omniſcient being, who 
generouſly laid down his liſe amidſt the 
moſt unheard of torments, to deliver 
me from death, has carried his libera- 
lity fo far, as to give himſelf to me, to 
feed me with his own fleſh, and to im- 
part a divine life to me. Here the lan- 
guage of the Prophet is extremely ap- 
plicable, when loſt in aſtoniſhment, he 
cries out ; One abyls calls upon ano- 
ther. The love of Jeſus Chriſt is a re- 
al abyſs ; the lower you ſink, the deep- 
er you find it to be. Happy ſoul; that 
is ſwallowed up in this abyſs! What an 
exquiſite pleaſure muſt it be, to be ab- 
ſorbed in the contemplation of this my- 
ſtery of love and tenderneſs, to be ine- 
briated with this torrent of delights ! 
On the eve of that memorable day, 
when he was to quit his diſciples, to 
2 G take 
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take poſſeſſion of his throne in the high. 
eſt heavens, his love, ſhocked at the 
thought of a total ſeparation ; his-warm, 
bis powerful, his. adorable love found 
meansto prevent the neceſſity of it by the 
moſt admirable invention. This indeed 
had been foretold by the Prophet ; The 
Lord, by an incomprehenſible effett of 
his mercy and of his goodneſs, has re- 
newed the remembrance of all his won- 
derful works, by giving a en food 
to thoſe, who fear him. 
This is indeed an ineſtimable . 
a new prodigy, which ſurpaſſes all ſor- 
mer wonders, contains all other fa- 
| fours, and reunites all myſteries. | 
= n e tp hal 
1 Wurar, my God! in order to unite 
us more intimately to thyſelf, doeſt thou 
give us thy fleſh to eat, and thy preci- | 
8 - ous 
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ous blood to drink! Thou art a thou- 
ſand times more loving, more generous, 
than the tendereſt mother, who only 
gives her milk to her children, whilſt 
thou feedeſt us with thy own ſubſtance. 

Having loved mankind well enough 
to make [himſelf like unto them, he 
loves them ſtill farther ; and feeds them 
with his own fleſh, to render them like 
unto himſelf. After having debaſed 


himſelf fo low, as to aſſume a mortal 


body in the chaſte- womb of a virgin 
that he might bave ſomething to facri- 
fice for our ſakes, . he daily renews this. 
ſacrifice in the ſacrament of love. Ah! 
my dear Lord, was it not enough once 
to have given us thy life? Was it ne- 

ceſſary that thy love, equally tender 
and ingenious, ſhould. invent a method. 


of laviſhing this life, as oſten as the 


„ awful. 
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awful myſteries of religion are per- 
formed in our churches! 
O holy victim of propitiation! O in- 
exhauſtible ſund of atonement and me- 
rit! O ſacred band, by which man is 
united with his God ! Thou art our only 
reſource in our diſtreſſes and diſap- 
pointments, the only remedy for our 
weakneſs, and our laſt — in all our 
neceſſities. 
How magnificent is the banquet, to 
which thou, O Lord, art pleaſed to in- 
vite us! Can virtue wiſh for a more 
adequate reward of its eager purſuits ! 
Can any thing now be wanting to ſatisfy 
all its defires! The fick here find a re- 
turn of perfect health, the poor are 
enriched with the choiceſt treaſures, 
and the afflited meet with the moſt 
ſolid, the completeſt comfort. 


III. 
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III. 

« Couk unto me all you who la- 
hour and are oppreſſed, and I will 
comfort you.” | 

O joyful hearing! How infinitely 
generous are theſe offers of the Al- 
mighty! Can we flight, can we reſiſt, 
ſo tender, ſo gracious a call? If men 
are ſtill found, who groan under the bur- 
then of their miſeries, may it not be: 
faid with great truth, that they deſerve 
all they ſuffer? But what! does the great 
God of hoſts, whom the vaſt expanſe 
of heaven cannot contain, does he, 
whom all the powers of heaven reſpet- 
fully adore and: tremble; does he, I ſay, 
invite poor, weak mortals to his table? 
Does he wiſh, does he encourage them 
by an expreſs command, to partake of 


this. OP banquet? Yes! And his 
G g good | 
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: goodneſs, not fatisfied with theſe ad- 
vances, proceeds to rouſe their indiffe- 


rence by his threats: Unleſs ye eat 


** the fleſh of the Son of man, ye ſhall 

not have life in you.“ ; 
Worldly and prophane love is often 

carried to ſuch a pitch of extravagance, 


that men fooliſhly wiſh todevour the ob- 


jeQ, which they love. The excels of 


divine love juſtifes in us a like deſire. 
Our God abandons himſelf to our ten- 
der tranſports ; love fills up the interval 


between him and us; tb is earth becomes 
a new heaven, where the Lord has fixed 
his abode, and where he makes himſelf 
a part of our poſſeſſions, that we may 
live by him, and by his intimate, but un- 
ſpeakable communications. 


Ve juſt men, who ſerved your God 
under che diſpenſation of the written 
| law, 


Ja 
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Jaw, no longer call upon the heavens to 
open and ſend you a Redeemer. This 
deſirable object of your ardent and laſt- 
ing wiſhes, was reſerved for our happi- 
er days. That celeſtial dew, ſor which 
you offered your fervent prayers for 
four thouſand years, now prevents our 
deſires. The Lord himſelf, the Re- 
deemer of Iſrael, the great God of hea- 
ven now dwells amongſt us. Not con- 
tent to. dwell on earth, he has graci- 
ouſly condeſcended to give himlelf to 
us under the appearance of common 

food. | 

IV. | 

Au, my God! in how different a ſi- 
tuation didſt thou once appear on 
Mount Sinah! An inundation of ſuc- 
ceſſive flaſhes of lightning, and awful 
peals of rattling thunder, announced 
» G4 thy 
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thy preſence to the children of Iſrael, 
while their leader had the diſtinguiſhed 
honour to behold thee arrayed mall the 
pomp of majeſty. 
A veil is now drawn between us; had 
this effulgence of majeſty is induſtriouſiy 
concealed from our eye. But 1s this a 


ſaitable repreſentation of the Sovereign 


Lord of the univerſe ? Let us admire, 
jet us adore a myſtery ſo expreſſive of 


divine love. The omnipotence of our 


God is exerted to conceal his gory, by 
a miracle far more ſtupendous, than any 
that could be employed to reveal it, 
The great Author of Nature dwells 
amongſt us, but he chooſes to live 
with us in a more familiar, a more 


intimate manner, than is conſiſtent 


with all that pomp of ſovereignty, wich 
which he is always ſurrounded. 
Yes, the Lord God of hoſts will re- 


main 


| 2 
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main with us till the end of time: eve- 
ry moment of time ſhould be marked 
with a thouſand proofs of our adoration 
and dependence. | 
Nothing can now be wanting to com- 
plete the honours and the happineſs of 
the human race. Miſerable muſt that 
wretch be, who is inſenſible to the ex- 
tent of his obligations. Farewell, falſe, 
deluſive pleaſures, vain honours, and 
periſhable riches ! We are now in poſ- 
ſeſſion of ſomething infinitely preferable 
to all you promiſe, and ſentiments of an 
eternal gratitude ſhall henceforth em- 
ploy all the powers of our ſouls. 
V. | 
Bur am I not too forward in pro- 
nouncing theſe to be the real ſentuments 
of mankind, fo diſtinguiſhed by the fa- 
vour of Heaven? Muſt I not confeſs, 
tO 
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to the ſhame of human nature, thai the 


blackeſt ingratitude, the moſt mon- 


ſtrous inſenſibility, and the moſt ſhock- 


ing profanations, are the only returns 
made for ſo much love! - 


kind, thou waſt graciouſly pleaſed not 
to abandon an ungrateful race, and 
even ſtill their guilt eſcapes the rigour 
of thy juſtice. Who can love, who 
ever loved, as our God has loved us! 
What warmth of affection was ever 
inſenſible to a cold neglett, a baſe per- 


fidy 


Ah! my God, what a trial muſt thy. 
love have undergone, when on the eve 
of thy departure from the world, a proſ- 
pet of our crimes preſented itſelf to 
thee; at the moment wherein thou 
wert pleaſed to favour us with a pledge 
of thy ſacred body! Perfectly ſenſible 
of all the future abominations of man- 
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fidy and a treacherous deſertion? The 
generous love of a God alone could bear 
with ſuch an exceſs of ingratitude, as 
aſtoniſhes the angels, who ſurround his 
throne, and who pay their adorations as 
ſome compenſation for our indiffer- 
ence. | 2 
Let then our tears flow with thoſe of 
the angels of peace. We muſt no 
longer hope for comfort, the ſentiment 
of a lively ſorrow muſt now take poſ- 
ſeſſion of our whole ſoul. The love 
of God for us calls for all our acknow- 
ledgements, and that love inſulted and 
profaned, demands all our tears. 
V. 
Sror, ye ſacrilegious, profane wretches, 
who, without reſpett for the Holy of 
Holies, dare to preſent yourſelves in 
a ſinful ſtate at the table of the Almigh- 


ty. 
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ty. If your hearts are inſenfible to all 
the mee kneſs, all the mercies of the 
divine Lamb, who abandons himſelf to 
all your rage, without complaint; learn 
and know, chat the proſanation of the 


impaſiible and glorified body of your 


Redeemer is a more atrocious crime, 


than that of the Jews, who crucified him, 


and that you are more ctue} and more 
unpardonable than they were, becauſe 


you impioufly imbrue your hands in 


that blood, which love alone now 
makes to flow. | | 

Is this then the return we make to 
thee, our Redeemer! Was that gall, 


which was preſented to thee at thy 


paſſion, as bitter and as diſguſtful, as our 
ingratitude? Alas! Mount Calvary 
faw thee but once expire on the croſs : 


but to the diſgrace of human nature, 


thou 


85 
thou art daily crucified in thy ſanctuary, 
not indeed on inanimate wood, but in 
ſouls, to which it is thy deſire to be 
united by the tendereſt ties, and which it 
was thy deſign to raiſe by this union to 
the moſt exalted pitch of glory. Ab! 
can the united tears of all mankindever 
make a ſuitable atonement for ſo cri- 
minal an ingratitude. | 

O my ſoul, what adorations, what 
homage wilt thou now pay to thy Re- 
deemer, in order to make amends for 
ſo odious, ſo deteſtable a conduct! 
What proofs of love, what marks 


of ſincerity can atone for ſo criminal an 
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. indifference, Oh my God, were I 


waſter of all the hearts of thy creatures, 
I would with the greateſt joy ſubmit 
them to thy mild command, and ſee 
them burn with that ſacred flame, 

which 
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which thou waſt pleaſed to bring down 


from heaven. 


VII. ate 
Bur does not an indiſcreet zeal in- 
ſpire me with too preſumptuous wiſhes! 
O ſweet Jeſus, is my heart warm 
enough to love thee, as it ought? Is my 
foul prepared to give thee a proper re- 
ception ? Ah, my God! I have nothing 
to preſent to thee, but the livelieſt ſen- 
timents of confuſion at the fight of my 
poverty and thy mercy. My ſoul poſ- 
ſeſſes nothing elle ; deign to accept the 
offer of it. Conſeious of her want and 
poverty, ſhe forms deſires, of which 
ſhe intreats thy acceptance. She poſ- 
ſeſſes nothing, but wiſhes to have it in 
her power to offer thee every thing. 
Let not her nakedneſs deprive her of 
the honour of a viſit from thee. When 
4 thou 
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thou art with her, ſhe can want no 
other ornament. 

Perhaps thou wilt find * ne 
and inviſible enemies, who have eſca- 
ped her hatred and watchſulneſs; but 
thou art ſuperior to all the efforts of the 
ſtrong one in arms; thy preſence will 
ſcatter all her foes, and ſhe muſt enjoy 
peace, while poſſeſſed of thee. 

Alas! thou wilt ſtill find in her ble- 
miſhes and wrinkles, which muſt ren- 
der her ugly in thy fight; but let not 
her defeats ſtifle. the ſentiments of thy 
tenderneſs. Come, my Lord, and delay 
not thy viſitation. While I enjoy thee, 
nothing can be wanting to my wiſhes. 
When I receive thy body, I muſt re- 
ceive all the inclications of thy heart, 
and thy precious blood will waſh away 
every thing, that is diſagreeable in thy 
light, Thou 
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Thouwiltinſpiremewithſentimentsnot 
unworthy of ſo perfect an union, and I 
ſhall hope not to be unlike thee, when 
I am incorporated with thee. 
Ah! come, and delay not; I count 
with the greateſt impatience the mo- 
ments that divide me from thee. My 
foul pants after thee, and her every de- 


_ fire is directed to thee. 
O merciful God, how attentive art 


thou to the voice of my petition ! My 
vows are already heard, and the God 
of majeſty approaches. A thouſand in- 
flamed ſpirits attend bim; my heart 


; feels their warmth. Invited by love, 
and introduced by hope, my heart has 


baniſhed every fear, and now indulges 


only the tranſports of love. 


VIII. 


O INVALUABLE preſent ! I now 
pollels 
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poſſeſs my beloved, and am poſſeſſed 
by him. I will hold him faſt in the 
arms of love, and will never ſuffer him 
to depart, Ye daughters of Jeruſalem, 
come and ſhare my joy, and celebrate 
in loſty ſtrains my felicity. 
O ſweet Jeſus, the delight of my ſoul, 
how all the beauties of heaven and 
earth, fade and languiſh in thy preſence! 
My raviſhed mind can never be ſatis- 
fied in the contemplation of thy heaven- 
ly charms. Dazzled and abſorbed in 
admiration and amazement, it is loſt in 
this abyſs of ſweetneſs and of light, and 
nothing now remains but Wn heart, to 
feel, to enjoy, to love.. . Ah! 
fleeting moments, * not your _ 
flight ! oe 
0 lacrament of love l. which conf | 
tuteft the happineſs of this life, 1 defire 
H to 


| 


cloud, which hides thee from my eager 
looks. .. But I forget myſelf, and my 


heart. Could I bear all the fplendor 
of thy adorable Perſon ? No, my God, 
n is enough for me to behold thee with 
the eyes of a lively faith, and to know that 
though thou art pleaſed to conceal from 
our feeble eyes that glare of majeſty, and 
of infinite perfeQion, which raviſh the 
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to enjoy nothing, but thee; I will breathe 


nothing, but thy praiſes and thy ſveets, 
Ah! remove that veil, diſpel that 


reaſon is ſilenced by the feelings of my 


bleſſed ſpirits in heaven, who behold thee 
wich inceſſant and increaſing admiration; 
ſl thou art not unmindful of us, fill 
thou makeſt us theſe invaltable preſents, 
and, by uniting thyſelf in thy glorified 
Rate with us, thou raiſeſt us to the high- 
eſt honour, to which human nature can 
aſpire, 
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aſpire, and in ſome meaſure, makeſt us 
„ tet is 
An, my dear Redeemer!' never ſuf- 
fer me to degenerate from ſo exalted a 
dignity, never permit me to diſhonour 
thy precious giſis, by entertaining ſen- 
timents unworthy of ſo glorious an 
adoption. May every carnal thought 
be for ever baniſhed from my mind, 
and may my heart never form a wiſh, - 
but what is worthy of a God! Thy fa- 
vourable indulgence will excuſe the te- 
merity of my deſires,” if they can be 
unreaſonable in thy preſence. But what 
can I aſk, what can omnipotence itſelf 
grant, that does not fall infinitely ſhort” 
of this moſt precious treaſure, by which 
I am in every aide _ to a parti- 
| I OTROS cipa- 
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cipation of the divinity. itſelf, ge | 
ſeſſion of my Gd. 62 UC: e | 
Like the ſpouſe in the Contain 1 
have fighed, I have called, I have 
ſought thee with the greateſt eagerneß 
and anxiety, and at length the beloved 
of my ſoul has yielded to my intreaties, 
and has carried the exceſs. of his ten- 
derneſs ſo far, as to crown all my wiſh. 
es, by an intimate union with him, 
To compleat this union, ah! vouch. 
ſaſe to fix me in that ſublime Rate, to 
which thy ſacrament has raiſed me. 
O generous, unbounded love] O my 
Saviour, quit me not! How ſhort are 
the precious moments, during which 1 
poſſeſs all that is dear to my heart! 
Why am ] not permitted to enjoy thy | 
preſence longer ? Alas! why mult a te- 
gious ablence ſo ſoon ſucceed to the 
happi- 
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happineſs of poſſeſling thee | Why is 
not ſo charming, ſo delightſul an union 
of longer duration! Why is it not, like 
thyſelf, eternal! Pardon, O my God, 
the indifcretion of my love! Ah! I 
know that fo ſublime a happineſs is in- 
finitely above the condition of human 
nature. The juſt, the faithful ſoul 
endete herſelf to thee in this life, and 
in return, receives the precious gift of 
faith; but the tender union, the indiſ- 
ſoluble tie, can only take place in Hea- 
ven. | 865 a | 

Permit my ardent wiſhes to haſten 
this happy moment ; -permit my heart 
to anticipate ſome degree of t is enjoy- 
ment, in the precious pledge thou haſt 
been pleaſed to give me of it. 

O thou prodigy of goodneſs ! In this 
ſacred banquet we receive thy real ſub- 
H 3 ſtance; 
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ſtance; but in that of the heavenly Je. 
ruſalem, which ſhall never have an end. 
thou wilt communicate thy divine o 

ſence to us. Amen. | 
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| PART FIFTH, 
PRESENCE of GOD. 
I. 
F E at the facred table of my God, 
called to the poſſeſſion of his heavenly 
kingdom, raiſed to the higheſt pitch of 
glory, by that happy union, which he 
has been pleaſed to contract with me; 
in what.eftimation muſt I now hold the 
world and all its grandeur ? Its riches 
and its pleaſures I have long experien- 
ced to be vain and empty; but they 
muſt 
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muſt non appear to be; till more ſrivo- 
lous and inſipid, ſinee I have taſted bow 
ſweet the Lord is, how, faithful, how 
true to his promiſes, how generous, how 
magnificent in his-preſents, amiable in 
his attention, conſtant in his love. Ceaſe 
then to follow and to torment me, ye 
vain, deluſive objects, which - preſent 
yourſelves eternally to my ſenſes, and 
through my eyes enter into my mind, 
carrying with you diffipation and anxi- 
ety. Falſe, deceitful figures can never 
reach the elevation of my hopes, can 
never fill the meaſure of wy deſ- 
tiny. - 
Who will give me the wings * the 
dove, and J will take my flight to ſuch 
a diſtance from all commerce with earth- 
ly creatures, that I may have no fur- 
ther conneQion with them. 

H 4 Happy, 
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1 Happy; Ou God! thrice happy is the | 


god ſoluude! There, nothing can di- 
Kraft her, nothing interrupt hen com- 
munications with thee. Ah4 lead me 
at leaſt into that internal ſolitude, which 
is not incompatible with my ſtation in 
life, imo that ſacred ſolitude, where thou 
ſpeakeſt to the heart. Let mine ſeel 
the impreſſion of thy divine preſence, 
in a manner fo intimate and perfeR, as 
50 fill up all its wiſhes. May all my 
waited thoughts tend perpetually to- 
wards thee, draw alt tbe faculties of my 
_ to thee, as to their only centre. 
n On my God, that 6 re- 
ed and recollected within myſelf, and 
penetrated with a holy reſpect in thy pre- 
— may have eyes for no other 
objekt, 


ready to do, to refuſe, to give any thing 
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objeft, but for thee. Grant, that I 
may inceſſantly ſacrifice to thy majeſty 
on the altar of my heart, every object, 
that does not raiſe my attention to thee. 
Studies, enquiries, fears, hopes, all 
muſt yield to the ſovereignty of thy do- 
minion over us. Like the reſpefQful 
ſervant, whoſe eyes are ever fixed on 
his maſter, to diſcover his will, and to 
execute his commands, may I be ever 


at the firſt intimation of thy holy will 2 
May I conduQ myſelf on all occaſions 
with a diſcretion not unworthy of the 
preſence of a God, whoſe eye pierces 
the darkeſt veils, and whoſe righte- 
vuſneſs- judges even juſtice itſelf, | 

May a proper ſenſe of thy preſence 
ever animate my confidence, calm my 


uneaſineſs, diſpel my anxiety, remove 


my 
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my pains, and inſpire me with; coumge, 
I will ſay with the royal prophet: C ndas 
the protector of my life, and the great- 
eſt danger can never frighten me. 
Will that God ever abandon me, 
whole. fatherly providence extends itſelf 
to the vileſt inſefts, and whole /laviſh 
bounty makes ample proviſion ſor all 
their wants! No, nothing can ever be 
vanting to ſuch, as abandon: themſelyes 
entirely to the guidance of the heaven · 
Iy ſnhepherd, and, ſheltering themſelves 
under the wings of bis mercy, ſuffer him 
ta lead them where be pleaſes. In every 
fituation of life; they are alike happy 
and com ent, becaule their wills are per- 
feQly conformable to the divine will of 
their Creator. Solicitous to do every 
thing that can be agreeable. to thee, in 

| olds 
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this life, ibey will meet with ani ade 


ane ron in th iſ Game is 1 
2M; 2 107 1014 51: 


Ne thy adorable providence 
in a ſtation of life, which will not per- 
mit me io retire from the world, vouch 
ſafe, O Lord, to teach me the uſe T 
muſt make of thy creatures. Teach 
me to-{lide over the ſurſace of the 
world, without making, or receiving any 
impreſſion, to paſs on without ſtopping; 
to make uſe of its figure, as the Apoltle 
expreſſes it, without attachment. Teach 
me to guard againſt its illußons, to'des 
ſpiſe its promiſes, to deteſt its maxims, 

to lament its falſe joys, and to file at 
is frivolous diſappointmenta. 

O divine Sun, riſe in my heart, 
and diſpel thoſe dark clouds, which 
bave ſucceeded to thy brighteſt rays. 


Let 
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Let thy light paint the world in its true 
colours,” and repreſent it to my mind, 
ſuch as it really is, a vain, empty phan. 
tom; its honours, a flaſh, which Juſt 
ſhews-itſelf and diſappears; the longeſt 
duration of time, an inſtant. For ſuch 
is the real value of all ſublunary things; 
and ſuch it will appear to be, to tho 
who, fixing their whole attention on 
God, only behold them through that 

light, with which he is always ſurroun- 


will ceaſe to be ſnares to intrap our 
weakneſs, and will, -by the grace of 
Heaven, become {o many ſteps to raiſe 


us to our Creator. Thus, my God, 


ſhall the end be anſwered, for which 
they were created: For thy glory and 
my wants were the only inducements, 
which prevailed on thee to give them 

© exiſt 


ded. Viewed, in this light, creatures 
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exiſtence. My graditude iheg, a,defire 
to honouf the, can alone xcturn ſbem 
o thee, as their beginning and laſt end. 
Every thing is thine, O Lord every 
thing came from thee, as from its ſouree, 
and it would be a crying imuſtiae, and 
a horrid ingratitude in man, to detain 
any of thy gifts for his own, benefit, and 
not to return them, not enn * | 
| * to thee. ng . 
Tis F< great God! who giveſt 
every thing; light to the ſtars, water to 
the fountains, taſte to fruits, colour and 
perfume to flowers, and to all nature, 
order and beauty. Tis thou alone, 
tis thy providence, tis thy love af- 
ſords me every comfort and conveni- 
ence in thy creatures. Through thee, 
the ſun gives me light, fire warms me, 
| the 
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the air refreſhes me, water quenches 


my thirſt;>meat feeds me, and the fim- 


Ples afford me medicines to cure my 
diſeaſes. Through thee, all nature en- 
'riches me with a variety of uſeful pro: 
ductions. Thou art the ſource andfoun. 
tuin, the eſſence, the completion, the 


good thing; creatures are but a flight 
emanation, a mere ſhadow of thee; 
Ah, my God! ſuffer me not to cloſe 
"my eyes to the light and to truth, to 
vourt à vain, imperfect, empty ſha- 
br ä 1150 | 


N Never permit me, in the enjoyment _ 


of thy gifts, to be unmindful of the 
ſburce; from which they are deti- 
ved. May che unmerited profuſion 
of thy goodneſs never fix my at- 

" 2etion * any thing, but on 
* 


reality of every pleaſure and every 


% 
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felf, I ſhould be completely miſerable, 
if blinded by the light, which was de- 
ſigned to enable me to ſee, and if the 
rays of the ſun only hid it from my 
Gght. And this would be my caſe, if 
the beauties ſcattered by thy liberal 
hand among thy creatures, attrafted my 
attention, inſtead of raiſing my beart 

to thee, and filling it with the love of 
thy eternal beauty. O my God, pre- 
ſerve me from ſo dreadful a calamity! 
Beauty always ancient, always new, take 
poſſeſſion of all my ſenſes! May a live- 
ly faith pierce through the veils, that 
might conceal thy adorable perfeQtions 
from my ſight, and, inſtead of attend- 
ing to the apparent-figure of things, that 
may give me pleaſure, may I fix my 
mind and heart on the tender, che 
c nnr heres ere pater- 
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them. 
V. 
Mar the fight of creatures raiſe my 
attention to the majeſty of the Creator, 
It was thus, in fome manner, that the 
angels mounted inceſſantly to Heaven, 


by the myſterious ladder of Jacob. O 


God, happy is the lot of thoſe, who 
endeavour to. imitate them, and who, 


inſtead of ſtooping ta the enjoyment of 


earthly things, raiſe their minds and 


hearts to thee, by the fervency of their 
by a holy recollection ſtand 
always attentive in thy preſence. They 


defires, and 


begin to perform in time, what will 
make up their whole employment for 
an eternity ; and, if I may be allowed 


the expreſſion, they ſhare the diſtin- 
guiſhed honour of the bleſſed ſpirits, 


wha 


paternal hand, from which 4 receive 
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who in filent and reſpectſul attention 
ſurround thy throne. ._ © [1a 
O ſacred recolleftion, by which we 
enjoy a paradiſe on earth, which afford- 
eſt us ſome compenſation for being de- 
prived of the ſight of God, and art a 
comfort in our exile; when wilt thou 
enable me to riſe ſuperior to every N 0 
that ſurrounds me? 5 
Lord, as I ſee only by 8 let! me 
ſee nothing but thee, let the whole te- 
nor of my life and actions breathe no- 
thing, but thee. Since the taſte of eve - 
ry thing we eat comes from thee, grant-- 
that in the uſe of my food I may reliſn 
nothing but thee, to the end that my 
ſoul may be nouriſhed. with ſentiments 
of the love of thee, while my body is 5 
refreſhed by a temperate and grateful" 
[ parti- 


7 
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n of the giſts of thy 
. uy. A HET 0 Hot ft mod) U lech 

Let chat 8 which thy were) as 
appointed to be the means to reltore our 
. bodily. ſtrength, and free our winds 

from corroding cares, be afreſh motive 

to me to raiſe my mind to thee. Sleep, 
like an anxious mother over the cradle 
of a favourite child, is, in the language 
of thy ſervant Auſtin, ready every even- 
ing to receive us into its etms; it can 
charm our ſorrows, baniſh our cares, 

and N our anxious c_— 
Ok. VI. 

Voppnears, © Lord, out of thy 
Helin grace and tenderneſs, to admit 
me 0 ſuch a degree of intimate union 
with thee, chat 1 may bebotd - thee; in 
all things, as ſar as mortal eye "is-Cap- 
e bebolding thee. : 


Vue 
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O God, how can I pretend to feb 
any thing, but thee, ſince tho alone art, 
what thou ſtyleſt thyſelf; Hz rut 18; 
and wha: ever elſe exilts, only exiſts by a 
communication of thy infinite being. 

'" "Thou wörkeſt all tnühgs in all. In 
thee we breathe and live, we move and 
aft; ; thou art thelight'of | our eyes, the 
Intelligerice of our mind, and the ſbül 
of dur "foul. ' Thou ' ark ever with 
me, thou art within me, more in- 


'k 
mately preſent to me, that I am 


10 myſelf. Wherever | 1 go, 1 there 


find thee; ; thou art at the place I have 


Jult quitted, but thou aàttendleſt all iy 
ſteps, and waiteſt for me "at duc nes, 
to which am now going. . 
Whither ſhall I go, cries out the 
Royal Prophet ; whither ſhall I fly, to- 
avoid thy prefence If 1 mount up to- 


the heavens, thou art there; and if I 
1 2 fink 


— — — P iq · 
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fin dow dd che centre bf ths eU 


dere ale T rd tee. The" Melt bin 
| tarm ſeas, che moſt impenetrable dak 


neſs, can not hide me from thy fight; 
| For darkneſß has no obſcurity to the: 
| and the greateſt diſtance is nothing, if 
| compared to thy immenſity. The heas 
vens themſelves, whoſe: elevation and 
| vaſt expanſe aftoniſh our flender con- 
eeption, appear as an atom in the pre- 
ſence of this thy divine attribute. O 
immenſity! O my God! ſhall I not 
henceforth every where behold thee? 
Shall not thy preſence be more intimate 
io me, chan that of my own heart, 
-whievis only preſent to me, through 
the? le 
e ch „ VII „ eg 
Bur if thy immenſity is more pre- 
ſent every chere, than the things which 


. Lai 
- a 
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it fills, thy infinite power, Q great God 
and thy magnificence render ſthee more. 
viſible, ne things en we 5 
hold. 
Tbe Koh ſays ty Prophet 5 an- 
nounce the glory of the Lord, and all 
the bright luminaries, which adorn the 
firmament, declare him to be their au- 
thor. That immenſe number of ſtars, 
whoſe brilliancy, grandeur, and move- 
ment every where preſent to our aſto- 
niſhed fight, the richeſt and moſt mag- 
nificent of ſpeQtacles, the. variety, the 
order and regularity of the, courſe or 
fo many conſtellations, - all preach aloud 
in a language equally inteltigible to tbe 
inhabitants of every quarter of the globe, 
the power and the glory of _ Cre- 
AKON * = Vitae 775 A; I; 10 
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being filled with 3 iration, an the 
punttuality : and arder with which the 
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ſun, that ocean, that body of accumu- 


„ 


lated bght, bas. for ſo many ages per- 
formed its courle, with what ſubmithon 
and obedience be renews his, progres 


the moment he, has reached the boun- 


daries appointed by, thee, great God! 
Can, ve conſider without aſtoniſhment, 


in what proportion the days lengthen 


| and decreaſe, and with what, r — ö 


the ee gay puts the ſubſeque 


.gtion., ,C Q God, wbo can gbſerve the 


Ader, and entertain the leaſt doubt of 


„ 


hy providence! Who ſhall, dar dare iq Ig 


bt that ſovereign PIWET, an and boundleks 


_widdom, which al all nature, obeys 2 Thou 
commandeſt, O Lord, the winds and 


the flames 8 30 U the Mhirlwinds and chun- 


der, the quick flaſhing lightaing wait 


thy 
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an ordert nd whev they" ite ext 
ted, retutn with eagernels te preſent to 
thee #' n ＋ their obedience. 
zt . VIII. (5230 3818 e 
Rr. r this wide extend- 
ed univerſe, chou ſpokeſt, great God. 
end chaos obeyed thy voice. ; Thau 
ſaidſt; Let the world he; and it was. 
At thy call every thing haſtened imo 
exiſtence. The heavens, the earth, and 
all the riches which they diſplay to our 
ſight, were the effects of one W 
vond of dle Creator. 
: How infinite then SQ thy b 
be, O Lord, ſince. with; fo much eaſe 
thou communicateſt ſo. large acſhare'of 
it to thy works! How. great muſti be the 
effulgence of thy glory, which is the 
ſource of fo many brilliant lights! The 
| ſhining mene the lars n wi 
A ema- 
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emanation of that ine xpreſſible pomp 
and majeſty, which ſurround thy throne. 

Again, how great, how infinite, how 
irrefiſtible is thy power, O Lord! The 
wide extended vault of heaven, and the 


ponderous globe, which we inhabit, 


are poiſed by thee, and one fingle vo- 
lition gives and preſerves their exili- 


ence. The ſea is before thee as a drop 
of water; but this fame ſea would over- 
ſpread and + drown the world, if net 


kept within bounds by thy irrevocable 
decree, which thou haſt written on its 


banks, to ſtep its impetuous waves in 


their full career. But thou ſuffereſt 
the gentle brooks to wind their purling 
ſirgams through the flowery carpets of 
the meadows, adorned with a wander- 
Jul variety o ſhrubs and trees, which 
| thy: bounty has loaded with. a great 
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abundance of fruit, admirably ſuited to 
our taſte and our wants. The earth, 
which, till thou hadſt pronounced the 
word, was barren and fruitleſs, is now 
covered, like a table, with a great pro- 
ſuſion of delicacies. It pours forth a 
large ſtore of good things for our uſe ; | 
it is peopled with an infinite variety of 
animals, whoſe different figures, em- 
ployments, and inclinations, are ſo ma- 
ny proofs of thy providence and power, 
ſo many objeQts of our admiration, and 
motives of an eternal gratitude, 
e ca tan 
Can I then, great God, ceaſe one 
moment to think of thee, ſurrounded 
as I-am by ſo many objects, which con- 
tinually and powerfully recal to my re- 


' membrance thy infinite goodneſs, gran- 


deur, magnificence and power ? What 
excuſe 


114 SENTIMENTAL 


| thy prefence by a profaſron of don, 


We ? 

Shall J keep y eyes har, lem 
bands are open, and kreiched 
ty receive chy benefits Shall "my 
meat be quite vdid of gratitude, white 
Thy hands, are ſo often filled with thy 


rent, unt fe ftlelf. Rather det me 
ger t "FRF, "than be unmindfül f 


thee, ' O magniffeent Creator of ll = 


things! Yes, ſuppotted by thy grace, 1 
il werture to fry with the Prophet ; 


Fer my right hand become: uſeleſs and 


cher, het my tongue clave. to my pa- 
Ae, af T ever loſe fight of che e 
of that God, -whoſe ſovereignty und 


"pier ſhine lun whh-ſubh luſtre :ahr' | 
the 


extuſe can 1 altedge, if, white 1 c 


nnen 10 "yy 7, 


Ufts! Rather let me loſe every "fenti- 


oe oe Www an a8 _#. 


6 


3 10 


2 Te ITE . 2 . 
the whole creation 3 . ir t e remem- 
brance of bis adorable perſettions, and 
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the defire worthily to fing his pra p alles, 0s 


2 „% „„ 


not make henceforth the favourite em- 


ployment of my life. 

0 unaccountable flu pidity ! e 
Nrous | ingratitude of the Shih dt k 
Adam! Alas! our t thankſgivings a are 
neither ſo, warm, nor fo frequent, as 
they ſhould be. 0 Lord, pardon our 


. 828 


flupidity, render us attentive to thee, 
and crown'the profuſion of thy mercies 
towards us, by teaching us to make a 
right ule of them. Whatever we have, 
whatever we are, comes from thee; 
why then ſhould'n not” "every thing i in us, 
be ſolely employ&d to ſerve thee, and 
to promote thy honour and glory ? 
Open our lips, *or rather our minds 
and hearts, that our words and actions 
may 
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may proclaim thy praiſes. He that loves 
thee not, can not praiſe thee a as be ought, 
and that heart muſt be ever filent, Which 
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is not animated by the fire of divine 


love. 


Light yp this Gro in our beat grant 


that, by the light of this divine taper, 


we may ever confider thee in the ad- 


1 mirable wiſdom, which ſhines forth in 
all thy works, till at length we come t to 


behold thee face to face, and ſee thee, 


CES 3AL vo 
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as thou O's art, in en Amen. 
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PART SIXTH. 

Way PS > 
8 OURCE of every bleſſing, ocean 

of delight, beauty ever new, when ſhall 
my eyes ceaſe to pour forth theſe tor- 
rents of tears, from a deſire to ſee thee! 
When ſhall they be made happy in the 
contemplation of all thy amiable attrac- 
tives, which tranſport. the angels and 
ſaints! Happy moment, in which, re- 
called from baniſhment, I ſhall appear 


before my God in his holy tabernacle, 
art thou {till diſtant ! 


Sweet 


129 Sn 
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| Sweet and flattering proſpeRt of per- 
fea felicity, what ſentiments doeſt thou 
produce in my heart! What tranſpons 
what deſires, but Nil blended with df. 
fidence and fear! NED 

How amiable are thy tabernacles, 0 
God of yirtues! My ſoul cap no long. 
er ſupport the ardour, with which ſhe 
ſighs after the dwelling of the Lord. 


Hhe languithes, the bet e and 
is oft, in, ige zhought of the heavenly | 
Jeruſelem. She faints under che con- 
eau pf er preſent abſence, and 
he ear .of REST Hen ng agmited } into 
ir apdmmy fighs,coprinually fay to thee; 
Tord, after having the honour 0 225 
ing at thy table here on eartb, fh Tha all 
he a pariak er of this e anquet 
dennen „ eg 
- What.do I berg ig this place 1 gil 


ep 
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in this vale of tears, where every thing 
tires, every thing deceives; where 
a creatures cxber offer me vain 
phantoms, which dazzle my eyes, of 
ſhadows which quickly diſappear; in 

this ſeat of pain and ſorrow, always 


darkened by thick wiſts, whigh ganceat 


from my eyes the height ſun f Tbs, 


whom I wiſh to behold ? 


Lord, what .can \lopger detajn me | 
among .the inhabitants. of Cedar, in | 
country, where thau att ſo little, known, 


ſo little lov'd ? Alas! can Babylop have 
any.charms, for me, who. bavefſo g 
received the precious fendt, the. Ne- 


lights of Jeruſalem? ? 88 1 

| | II. be. 
Lonxd, ian 
to pieces this wretched; mortal fleſh, 
'vith which I am covered? Alas, Thaye | 
1 nothing 


Err 
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nothing! to- hepe in ibis Mond andzares 
tabexporianc promiſes ar ning, but 


ſnare#andafflittions.: Hol arm ir peſt 


ble to llve iniihe· midſi of ihn m 


ſeries and darigers; of fo enk 
neſſes df body and mind. in the midſt 


of ſeo many eus, of fo manyfexte, I 


more affeBing,” than thE”evIls' "thei 


” ' AS FA, ID 
ſelves? - ee {+ „e And 


0 my ſcül, when mall we cloſe Git 


eyes io ſo many ſeandaſous Eceſſes, that 


Aller us; to vanity, which ſeduces us, 


| we * ples, Which corrupt us, to at. | 


tachmients, wes divide us 9 RAE 


We which hre us? 2 n 
8 


0 Gags I roi 
alarms, : pore by a conſciouſneſs Of f wy 


f final lot ? Where ſhall 1 find" the « an- 
fiver of life ?. O love! Odeah {from 
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you ne can I bope i it; 3 alone | 


can 


will foothe, ff cruel | 
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tan give me the comfortable aſſurance 
of a place in the abode of peace; and 
deliver me from the cruel neceſſity of 
fill offending God, and from the con- 
tinual danger of loſing him. 
Let us flee, my foul, let us flee far 
from the banks of the river of Baby- 
lon, where we can not ſing canticles 
worthy of Sion, and where we can not 
give teſtimony of a holy joy. Let us 
quit a houſe, which threatens an im- 
mediate fall, and might bury us under 
the ruins! Let us retire with ſpeed from : 
this barren deſart, which is covered 
with thorns; let us fly from A world, 
which ſubſiſts =P by the deſtrudtion of 
its indabitants. q 
O death! come, delay nox, © 0 death 
x . But at this word a ſecret hor. 
ror ſeine all my ſenſes! What a a mourn- 
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ver me from this body of death. But 


Gut ſpeblacle preſents iiſelſ io my gat 


Fighted eyes] A gloomy vault, wDν 
puwe faction v5 26) 019 


ht var III. ig wb how 


What! art thou ignorant that thou-ſhalt 


indeed be laid in the tomb, but ſhalt 
repoſe on the boſom-of thy God; whoſe 
immenſity contains and fills all things ? 
Ah! let this comfortable truth give thee 
peace and courage. „ eee e 
Let me then conquer this natural re- 
pugnance; and baniſh far from me eve- 
ry/ſemiment of grief and horror. They 
are unworthy of the hope of a Chris 
tian, and the comſorts of a true faith: 
Come, Lord Jeſus, come and deli- 


firſt. free me ffeclually from this body 


of fan; conſume, deſtroy, annihilate 


it 


neon 13g 


me love thoe ; but v o tendor unn uf. 
ſeclion, as may for ever preclude all 
fear. Let me make it my ſtudy to ex- 
preſs to thee the greater eagerneſs of 
deſire to love thee in the laſt moments 
of my life, as I have been very 
ceding years of it; to the end that, I 
may, if poſſible, make ſome amends 
for my former indifference, and ſtrive, 
by redoubled zeal, to equal the merits 
of thoſe, who have laboured in the 
vineyard from the e _ of . 
day. i 7 N 218 
Terror * dejetion can dikes can- 
cel ſm : This is the privilege of love 
and confidence. - Grant me, O Lord, 
this virtue * ä n is ſo 
K 2 worthy 


i by the irt of thy divine ctiatityaj let 
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worthy of thy promiſes and of every 
thirig:etſe tu haſt done, render it 
full and complete. Let me obtain dhe 
reward of the penitent Gnner jwhojyas 
eruciſied with thee. He haped, and 
he was told, that heaven was his. Like 
him, I receive no comſort ſrom the 
.remembrance of my former liſe: but 
my dear Redeemer, without being m- 
ſorted? Like him, I have paſſed almoſt 
my whole life in fin and inſidelity :. Abl 
get me at leaſt, after. his nnn 
ound ſaichſul in the end 5 
„O my amiable Saviour, 1 mall 

{find this lovely confidence, this warm 
and tender love, which. haſtens.our pro · 

greſs towards thee, and ſhortens gur 
Journey uhis love, which diſpels every 
200% chaos that 4 . Fi 
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4% Jo bug 2 Ao vis 70 wrtow * 
il: edutdithis'precious-5pearhibe 
purchaſed o by /2he ſaerißes oh every 
thing, hien poſſeſs, and of life. it- 
ſelf, 1 Veould' not heſitate a moment to 
pay the price. Ah, my Lord God!! 
accept the price, and pour this love in- 
to my heart! Pour it from the preci- 
us ſource, by which alone I can hope 
to be ſaved, thy ſacred wounds. Thou 
ſheweſt me theſe wounds on the erueifix 
to encourage me; they are ſo many 
gates thrown open, through which Imay 
enter into a ſafe retreat ſrom the aven- 
ging wrath of heaven: They are to me 
ſo many proofs,' that hou haſt acquired 
the power to pardon ſin; at te expenee 
of the laſt drop of thy blood: ©! In-rea- 
lity, ſhall not this blood, one drop of 
_ was ſufficient to'deanſe à whole 
K 3 world 
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world from ſin, ſhall not this=blo6d, 
which overſpread the world; ſhall-ir/not 
have power to purify a ou, UI on- 
ly hope is grounded on it. Shall lit not 
ſupply every other deficiency? Yes; my 


* God, thy love tells me that my hope is not 


ill founded, and the eagerneſs: with 
. which thou ſtretcheſt forth thy arms to- 
wards us, I conſider as a pledge of thy 
veracity. Ah! ſuffer me to claſp thee 
in my arms, and excuſe my tranſports; 
while I'beg leave, with a flood of tears 
to vater chy feet, which were cruelly 
pierced for the love of me. Permit 
me to fix my mouth to thy - wounded 
fide, which was opened, to afford me 
an entrance into thy heart! Where can 
I hope to find « more ſaſe retreat, than 
in n of mercy itſelf? Ah !.may 

1903, 20 + ee 15% 
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1 enough to HERRING ant Ja 
in-this:adbrable heart. WON TO H 
Holy victim, who dieſi ſr me, pers 
mit me to die: with thee, and give ſome 
merit to my death, by ubitiög it to 
chine! O divine Iſaac, ſuffer me, who 
am here- incloſed and confined by 
thorns, to ſacrifice myſelf on the ſame 
altar with thee; that, if poſſible, we may 
make but one victim! Permit me to 
hide myſelf. in thee, to the end, that the 
beavenly Father may pardon him, who 
has inſulted his juſtice, in conſideration 
of him, who has offered an vow la- 
usſaction to itt. pohe 52 4 1g 
f V. ; Dig 308 
-Sonjngind By ml 4 by the abun⸗ 
dance of thy merits, -O dear Redeem- 
er, I will preſume to ſay with the, Pro- 


phet, in a tranſport of canfidence; I he 
K 4 Lord 
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org is xh me, he is, Nr ν⁰,ỹ? 
Ybat have 1.149. fear 7445 2yv8} zuoMAgin 
O degztu, come and putſ a. perioũi to 
my life], I, no longer ſhripksfrom the 
inevitable blow. By thee alone cab. 
hope io be introduced and preſentetbio 
my divine Redeemer, who: in lieu of 
this mortal. ſleſh, this earthly and mate- 
Tal rayment, which 1 have ſo oſten de- 


Filed by ſin, will put on me the cloatb- 


ing of immortality, which. ſhall pantake 


of his beauty and glory.  With+what 


Joy and pleaſure muſt I look forwardito 


Anat. moment, which will effeRt ſo gem, 


Wee 2 change? , How. natural 


iz,jt for me to rejoiee with the Apoſtle, 


and, to gopgratulate myſelf. on ihe near 


approach of my. falvation, and mne lille | 


 Liltavgs.that remains. 0 be run oven is 
* courſe 0 the goal ? 2. * 


1 


ri 
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Lam eekted by the "fouls" of the 
righteous, ſays the Prophet, io teckive 
vith themsthereward due to the merits 
of my Redvemer r why do! not I "fly 
with the utmeſt ſpeed from the wicked- 
neſs and corruption of this earthly Ba- 
bylon, ta the yl and "gy n 
ny of the ſainis? 
Alas! can the becher Tas 6h 

to avoid the place, which he had pro- 
poſed to himſelf as the term of his 
journey P Is it not a matter of joy to 
him, that be has now ſeen am end to his 
fatigue and trouble? Does the exile, 
recalled from his baniſhment, repine at 
the tidings? Does the priſoner com- 
plain that the priſon gates fre thrown 
open? The world is our place of ba- 
nilhment, our prifons froin "which ve. 
40 019 are 
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are delivered by death; why then do we 
notTeonfider it as a bleſſing ? 
0 1 1 2 978 VI. $781 e— JT HEZHGY 
O Dark, come then and delay 
not. O duſt! O worms! O putrefus⸗ 
tion ! I receive you vith pleaſure ] 1 
embrace you with joy, though na- 
ture ſhrinks and recoils at "Fm by | 
— af Gods Con- 
ume this body, which I have too long 
pampered: Tear, devour, and deſtroy 
this fleſh; where lawleſs luſts have long 
reigned uncontrouled ; this fleſh, which 
it has been my ſtudy to indulge and gra- 
tfy. - I am perfeQly reſigned tb the 
rigour of your juſtice, ' The" ſentence 
pronounced by my Creator aguinſt me; 
appears io be Juſt e _ arcs in ane, 
e eee "I 0 


Yes,. 


TODO wt 


Ves, my God, to thy /ſoverengniguls 
tice 1 willingly  facrifice. every nau 
repugnance, and I accept with an hum- 
bie ſubmiſſion of death and all its or- 
cumſtanges; however ſhocking to my 
ſenſes, in order to atone, as far as in 
me lies, hy theſe pains and ſufferings, 
for ſo many ſins, which I have commit- 
ted, and which I can never ſufficiently 
bewail. To thy immortalit I offer up 
the ſacrifice of my days; of thoſe days 
which I received from thee; and which 
ſhould have been entirely devoted to thy 
ſervice ; days which ſhould have been 
full, but which I have idly ſquan- 
dered away. A Jols, of Which I can 
never think, without the ſincereſt regret, 

of which, I preſume to beg thy merci- 
ful accept, de, bf oc Ve le 
. of the bomagt which. I pay 


to 


* — — — — 


Joy and the eternity of thy e iſte 


ys Sr 
aat;:and\who-alone abideſto ur Nu 


Tor our parts like unto ih ſe de ceit 


ve. only juſt Ihe wm ourſelves, w/ diſag 
or in an inſtant. But the immutabþ 


prevent. every. en of W | 
hel of my ol A Pw) Th ws 
++ 12 VII. ae 1 
* Wxak, mond man, a compoſiion 
of duſt and clay, it is but juſt that thou 
10 return into that duſt, of whih 
bou art framed... - 2 

TELE juſt, O Lord, that 1 ſhould 
forfeit the — 4 of my | ſenſes; of thoſe 
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lenses, . | ought to have arge 


3010 0 1115 


211048 
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Iv 2 manner more ſuitable to thy! de. 
ſigns, by eonſeerating them to tby ho- 
ſubſerviem only to my om private grut- 
fications It is but juſtthat my ſoul wich 
has ſo oſten dared to depart from thee, 
who art alone a proper object of our 
purſuit and attachment, ſhould now be 
ſeparated from its body; 


Wat this body 
ſhould become an object of abhorrence 
to all thy creatures, by whom it was my 
ambition to be loved. It is bit juſt 
that it ſhould be covered with earth, 
moulder away, and be forgortet in 
puniſnment of my vain defives of dif- 
tinflion, and my affectation of ſupert- 
or excellence ; that it ſhould be it ram 
pled under foot, and reduced to aſhes, 
for wing once fought honours and icke. 
vation, May 'this* humble” Gtuation 
atone 
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atone for my pride May the doaclines 
and the ſilent horror of the grave; make 
thee ſome ſatisfattion for whit ofoddhs 
pation and pleaſure... In ſhort, may a 
my God, of all the circumſtunces which 
muſt either precede or accompany my 


deeih, render it precicus in dl cy 


undilike unto the death of the juſi. 


Vouchſaſe to grant me in that critical 


moment, ſome ſhare of the ſtrengih 
which animated. thy martyrs, and ten- 
der them ſuperior to the moſt laſting 
and cruel torments! Grant that the re- 
membrance of thy patience, and of 


all aſſaults, and ſo effeQually to repreſa 
every importunity of nature; which m/ 
will now retradts and diſavows, that, far 
from uttering the leaſt complaint, cu 


_ expreſs 


theirs, may enable me to triumph over 


i; :EnnoOLOGCYE 183 
expreſs my unſeigned thanle ſor ther ſig· 
nal ſavour thou doeſt me, by ſuſſering 
Wen deere verb <4 11:4 e e 
F tt a VIII. % bun tida 
0 . E Saviour, in this weak and 
exhauſted ſtate; under this load of ail 
ments and depreſſion, grant me that 
comfort and eaſe, which thou haſt ide. 
ſerved for me, by ſwallowing the bitter 
draught * to 0 ung | 
hon; £37 nenn 

'When the . moment ſhall ap- 
proach, take me by the hand, and 
ſupport me in the ſlippery paſſage 
from time to eternity; or rather bear 
me in thy arms, as the tender mother 
bears her infant fon in hers. Thy inſi- 
nite love will excuſe my wiſh; atleaſt 
it encourages me to hope for the ac 
compliſhment of it, and prevails on thee: 
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to come and viſit me,, and to be my 
to eternity. Ah! when have I vaten 
pleaſed to W me, — 
ſtrength, and enable me, as it formerly 
did the Prophet, to advance with u 
Ready, uniform ſtep, even unto the 

mountain of the Lord. What an ex. 
cels of tenderneſs is here ſhewn gp he 

part of a great God, who, not content 

to forget what he himfelf is, is pleaſed 

not to remember what I am, to forget 

my unworthineſs and my fins. Ah! 

this boundleſs generoſuy adds to m 

ſorrow and confuſion, it animates my 

gratitude, my love, and my defires. 

_  O: heavens, what a happineſs! My.; 
God is wich me, be is become my nou- 


riſkment and my 2 He will now 
£7 2-4 pro- 


Trsovoen 1937 
protect and aſſiſt me, as making part 
of himſelf. No longer ſhall Frick, fear, 
langor find. place in my foul.” © What 
evil can he fear, Who paſeſſes the 
fource of every bieſſing ? -Can we fear | 
death, while we have within ourſelves 
the. author of life ? I appeal ro your. 
ſentiments ye - martyrs of Jeſus Chriſt” 
When you had been- ſtrengthened by 
this heavenly food, you defiedthe utmoſt 
cruelty of the executioners, and the 
rigor of the moſt excruciating torments, 
United to that God, who alone gives 
lite, you readily reſigned that, which 
you had received from him. That 
God, the ſame God offers me the fame 
terms of union; why; ſhould I not ex- 
pet the fame effects from it? 

| me .. 
Precious, invaluable pledge of a 


L glorious 
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138 
glotious immortality ! O Bread of life! 
Yes, thou ſhalt deliver me for ever 
from the empire of death. O body, 
canſt thou without the liveheſt emotions 
of joy and confidence, hear that ſolemn 
engagement of thy God; He that 
eateth my fleſh and drinketh my 
% blood, hath life everlaſting, and 1 
* will raiſe him up in the laft day?” O 
death! hear and reſpett this memorable 
decree. And thou, my ſoul, be ever 
careful that the whole weight of thy love 
gravitate towards fo generous a deli- 
verer. Devote thyſelf to him without 
delay or reſerve, adhere to him with | 


the warmeſt and ſincereſt attachment. 


Join thy amorous complaints to thoſe 
of the ſpouſe in the Canticles, that he 


ſuffers thee to languiſh ſo long in this 


uncultivated deſart; hearken with at- 
tention, 
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tention, if he does not even now knock 
at thy door. Come, Lord Jeſus, come; 
I can no longer bear thy abſence and 
thy delays. Come and let all thoſe, 
who hear my plaintive cries, ſay with 
me; come and let all the inhabitants 
of the heavenly Jeruſalem join in my 
intreaties, and conſpire with me to 
accelerate the happy moment. Let 
them favour me with their joint ſolici- 
tations, and may the angels permit me 
to ſhare in the merits of their adorations 
and their ſervices; the Patriarchs and 
Prophets of their faith and their hopes, 
the apoſtles of their labours, the mar- 
tyrs of their ſufferings, the confeſſors. 
of their zeal, the virgins of their ten- 
der love. Adorned with all theſe vir- 
tues, which the charity of the ſaints is. 
pleaſed to ſubſtitute to ſuch, as thou 

5 L 2 ſhouldſt 


1% sT! 
ſhouldſt have made thy own, go my 
ſuit; advarice to meet the divine" Lamb: 
with thy defires. Borrow the ſenti- 
ments of that fond ſpouſe of Jeſus. 
Chriſt, St. Tereſa, who could not 
think of living at a diſtance from bim. 
Love is ſtrong as death ; it may then 
act as death would do, and put an end 
to its delays. Ab! what would be thy 
joy, my ſoul, how great thy happines; 
if thy love were ſtrong enough to break 
the chains, which confine thee to this 
mortal' body ; to the. end that being 
freed from this heavy burden, thou 
mayeſt wing thy rapid flight into the 
boſom of thy amiable Redeemer in the 
eternal kingdom of the Father, Sol 
and apa Obo. a > 1/74 


. TS 25 
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PART SEVENTH, 


UNIO N with G O D. 


I. 

0 TERESA, diflinguiſhed by the 

warmeſt love for Jeſus Chriſt ! O thou, 
whoſe heart wounded with the ſhafts 
of the tendereſt love, ſighed inceſſantly 
after the happy moment, which was to 
reſtore thee to thy beloved! Thou, 
who amidſt the livelieſt emotions, didſt 
pour forth thy complaints of the neceſ- 
ſuy of being at a diſtance from the 
only object of thy deſires! Ah! teach 
me the nature and qualities of that love, + 
which is ſtrong enough to break the 
| L 3. chains, 
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chains, which bind me to a mortal 
body: give me fome idea of its vio- 
lence, its vivacity, and its ardor. For 
this knowledge thou haſt acquired by a 
happy experience, when thy heart 
unequal to the exceſs of love, with 
| which it was inflamed, was ſwallowed 
up in the abyſs, and thou united for 
ever to thy divine Redeemer. 
Alas! who will teach me to tread in 
her fieps, and to reach the fountain of 
love, of that generous love, which 
triumphs over all the powers of the 
ſenſes, and is ſtronger than death itſelf? 
Who at leaſt will impart to me that 
humble, tender, affeQionate and diſ- 
intereſted love, which draws down the 
divine communications, which drinks 
vith gratitude of that torrent of bol). 
delights, with which the juſt ſoul is in- 
ebriated, 


eee enn 
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chtidteck and Which afförds“ ſucli“Un- 
ſpeakable ſatisfaction to t ravifhed 
ſenſes, that tlie vain pleaſtires of this 


world become taſteleſs ahi d lnple ft, 
and the ſoul has now n16'6ther defire, 
but to poſſeſs Cod, to have the honour 
to pleaſe him, and the happineſs & to 


abide with him ? 


Who will lead me to chat ſource of 
limpid water, which waſhes away every 
blemiſh, calms the impetuoſity of the 
paſſions, and extinguiſhes the raging 


hre of our luſts ? To that living water, 


which flows into eternal life, that ay 
drink of it, and quench the burning 
thirſt, that preys upon me: But ho] 
can I hope to quench it? No, my Lord, 
no; rather grant that in proportion to 
the quantity 1 drink of it, my thirſt may 
grow upon me. For it is pecullar to 

5nd 3 thy 
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thy love, at once to excite and to ſatiſ- 
fy our deſires. | 
- IL. | | 
Bur does not an indiſcreet zeal ſug- 
geſt too preſumptuous wiſhes ? What 
is man, O Lord, that thou ſhouldſt ſuf. 
fer him to love thee ? Alas! man is 
but duſt and aſhes; his days paſs like a 
ſhadow, and he himſelf dies like a flow- 
er. The morning fees him bud and 
blow ; he fades, burſts, and difappears 
before night. How ſhall he dare to 
raiſe his deſires up to thee, who art the 
moſt High, the King of ages, the im- 
mortal, ineffable God ? How can his 
heart, or his wiſhes claim the merit of 
pleaſing Thee ? Man is filled with mi- 
ſery and corruption, and Thou art the 
Holy of Hohes, the Sovereign Good, 
the Creator and the Maſter of all things. 
The 
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The principalities of heaven obey tbe 
firſt intimation of thy will : The vir- 
tues, the dominations, the powers adore 
Thee, and tremble. Thou art feated 
above the Cherubims : The thrones are 
proud of the honour of receiving thy 
commands ; and yet thou graciouſly 
vouchſafeſt to take notice of weak, mor- 
tal men, to attend to their ſighs, to hear 
their defigns, their hopes, their fears; 
not only to hear, but to comfort them, 
and to take pleaſure in converſing with 
them. Great God! who would believe 
it, if he had not the moſt poſitive aſſu- 
rances of it from thyſelf? Thou doeſt 
more, and thy love, no longer keep- 
ing any meaſures, forgetful of thy own 
dignity, thou ſheweſt thyſelf to us ſpme- 
times as a father, who can never loſe 
light of bis beloved ſon; at other times 
as a tender mother, who preſſes her child 
to 


* 
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to her boſon; carefſes; embraceb it; and 
bees 8 10 live only for it; at ther times 
again, as'a faithful friend, Who if ficvel 
weary of Knocking at the door of ut 
heart, who exchanges his own for” it, 
with all the ſacred warmth, with which 
it glows, who ſolicits, who flatters us, 
who, to win our affections, employs all 
the means, and exertsevery endeavour, 
which an ingenious love can ſuggeſt. 
O heavens! what advances on the part 
of the great Director of the univerſe, 
what goodneſs! Can we think of it 
without the moſt lively emotions? What 
can be wanting to the comfort, to the 
ſatisfation: ve receive from fo mor 
proofs of ar 8 
r 
1 Bor, if the anxious ings of the 
Keaft, are the ſureſt proofs of the 


Warmih aid rendernels of its love! 
1 9DCif 2 where, | 
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where, O Lord, ſhall we find ſuch a deli- 
cacy of ſentiments, as thou art pleaſed 
to paint to us by the pen of one of thy 
Prophets ? Is there any thing thou lea- 
veſt untried to make an impreſſion on 
us? Thou addreſſeſt thyſelf to all crea- 
tures, thou calleſt upon them to bear 
teſtimony to thy unwearied attentions. 
Thou imparteſt to them thy uneaſineſs; 
to them thou complaineſt bitterly of the 
unſucceſsful attempts of thy love, and of 
ourunconquered indifference. And who 
are we, O Lord, that we ſhould deferve 
luch offers of thy love? Thou art con- 
tent to complain, while thy thunders 
might deſtroy us. O how great is thy 
love, how amiable is thy condefcenſion f 
But what muſt be the feelings of a 
foul, who enters into # communion. of 
ſentiments with thee! What a ſenſe _ 
muſt ſhe entertain ef thy generoſity and 
| tender- 
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tenderneſs! Thou haſt no reſerve. in 
thy communications with th thou con- 
verleſt with her, not by dreams in the 
night, as with Joſeph; but as with a be- 
loved ſpouſe, by words communicated 
immediately to the heart, and formed, 
not by articulated ſounds, but by the 
moſt tender breathings and impreſſions. 
Though thou art ignorant of none of 
thoſe things, which pals within her, ſtill 
thou wilt learn them from her own: 
mouth, becauſe thou loveſt her, and 
thy love intereſts thee, in every thing | 
that concerns her. 
Ye favoured: miniſters of the kings 
of this world; do you meet with theſe. 
ſentiments, do you experience theſe at- 
tentions, do you receive theſe favours 
from the princes, who honour you with 
their friendſhip ? Ye worldly men, ad- 
| WA 
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mire e and FN the diſtinguiſhed vie 


leges of a Juſt foul, who is fav oured | 


with an intimate familiarity, and the wal 
cret communications of her God. | 
þ IV. 

Yes, the God of mercies ' reſides ii in 
this favoured foul, as in his ſanQuary, X 
She is the Jeruſalem without ſpot, or 
blemiſh, where he is pleaſed to fix his 
reſidence, becauſe there alone he is | 
known and honoured : And i in return, 
this ſoul is in God, as in her centre. 
She there finds that peace and comfort,, 
which the world can not give ; in him 
ſhe enjoys every thing. He is ber light. 
and her repoſe, he is all her hope and 
expeQation. To behold and to poſſe 
him through an endleſs eternity, is the, 

only deſire, and love the only ſentiment 


of ber heart. By poſſeſſing him, the 
pol- 


W 


150  $S65nNTIME NTAL . 
poſſeſſes every thing, and ſhe poſſeſſes 
him, becauſe ſhe poſſeſſes, ſhe wilhes 
to poſſeſs nothing but him. He is her 
whole treaſure, her only delight. 
From God ſhe receives the duties 
which ſhe embraces, - She undertakes 
them for his fake ; he affiſts her in the 
progreſs, and crowns the execution, 
Raiſed by faith above the laws of na- 
ture, ſhe exerciſes a ſovereign autho- 
rity over ereatures, becauſe ſhe con- 
forms her will entirely to. that of the 
Creator. Miſtreſs of the world by the 
contempt of it; ſtronger than death, 
by wiſhing it; ſuch, O Lord, is the 
exalted ſituation of a ſoul entirely de- 
voted to thee. Ws, 
I have ſaid above, and I repeat it, 
that the love of God muſt be great in- | 


deed, which raiſes human weakneſs to 
ſuch 
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ſuch a pitch of power and grandeur. 
How mean and contemptible muſt the 
enjoyments of this world appear, when 
compared to theſe precious emanations 
of the divine liberality ! beck 

But there is another circumſtance 
ſtill more affetting, and better calcula- 
ted to deſerve the affections of thoſe, 
who love our Lord: It is, that they are 
convinced by their own experience, that 
their love of him, even the ſtrongeſt, 
falls infinitely ſhort of that, which he 
expreſſes for them. Let them do what 
they pleaſe, thy generoſity, O Lord, 
can not be ſurpaſſed. Their affiduity, 


their efforts, can never equal thy ſen- 


timents in their regard, or the marks 
they receive of them, If, awakened 
by. gratitude, they riſe at night to ſeek 
thee, they ſtil} find thee the tendereſt, 

| the 
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the, ,moſt faithful, the warm ell wY lo, thi 
vers. Prevented by thee, "they nu 
where find thee waiting for chem. * + Wii 
calleſt them, and lovingly firarchelt out the 
thy hand to them, and the warmth and rel 
ſincerity of thy tenderneſs infinitely bur. ſel 
paſs any they c can conceive for _ ; thy 
| V. | W 

II a deſire to pleaſe thee 1 5 
neglett to take their nouriſhment, they WC 
are amply repaid. by the preſent of a va 
miraculous and heavenly bread. 1 ſo1 
for thy ſake, O God, - they bury them- tru 
ſelves in rocks and caves, they are or 
liberally rewarded for this ſacrifice, | by wh 
being received and lodged in thy bo- on 
ſom. Gs ſec 
O thou moſt ſincere of all friends! fri 
Thy heart is open to them they are in- F ia 
en 


truſted with all thy ſecrets, becaule, for * 
the 


* 
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the love of thee, they have ſhunned all 
human converſation, they are favoured 
with all the ſweets of contemplation, all 
the treaſures of thy mercy. If they. 
relinquiſh every thing, to attach-them- 
ſelves entirely to thee; thou abandoneſt 
thyſelf to them entirely, and for ever. 

What an exchange | 
O deſirable, O happy lot! O ye 
worldly men, who are ſtrangers to the 
value, and unacquainted wich the com- 
forts of divine love, come forwards, 
truſt to your own obſervations; approve 
or condemn on your own authority, 
what you may be unwilling to receive 
on mine, and believe only hat you 
ſee, Obſerve what paſſes among the 
friends of God. Mark their joy, their 
tranquillity, - weigh the -comforts they 
enjoy in the ſervice of the beſt of maſ- 
M ters, 
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# that che hardeſſrocks yield unn 
F cleareſt Water. ; | 


594 SIE AE 
tels, oÞ the moſt tender Of parete che 


met nher and mognifident oft fend 


Kiten, and enter en theſes habjj. 
tions, Where a Holy love bus fixed ISN. 
Aiderice; ino thoſe abodes the! ehre 
and retirement of which caft a gloomen 
"your ſpirits, into that defart, which to 
you appears to be cheerleſs and burten; 
and vol wilt fee with aſtoniſhmient]that 
the ground is covered with manna, and 


Ye ſuch is the charter of de 


- 1ove;” When in full poſſeRow of u heat; 
ener |t relieves every Uneatneſs-ic had 
- rauſed; or changes it imo! a—heardeh 
pleaſure; In this firuaion,/ the mbſ 
 #rduoils cMerprizes, for the fake-of out 
beloved; either coft or ſenſibiliey wo. 


thing, of afford a 1588 dual of real far 
| tisfac- 


\\F $0 4/0/06, 155 
-tisfaQtion.; The etoſſes, which, when 
viewed at a diſtance, or eoufidered on- 
3 eee an 
ſueet roſes io thoſe, who. bear them. 
No delights can equal thaſe of a foul, 
vo, for the lave of God, declines all 

worldly pleaſures and erjoyments. 
| When ve really love, we can have 
no greater comfort, than in giving effec- 
tual proofs of our love. Prophane 
love ſuffers and dies with, pleaſure for 
the objels of its affe&ion.. And fhall 
not a heart burning with diving. love, 
wikogly ſacrifice ſelf for Cod, fince, 
by ſuffering, man gives him the ſrong⸗ 
eſt and the; moſt unequivocal proof. that 
he loves him above en and moe 
N . BWs 10 Fei; 


2 
. . 
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- e1-i-leftom 236 VI. . 16d eig le 
05 Vn maryrs of Jeſus Ghrilh Tappen 
to your ſentiments. Holy relate gf 
Antioch, with what ardour didſt ou 
deſne to become a prey to famiſheddiz 
ons? With what 1 joy, what: ſatisſactien 
didſt ou receive the ſentence; ich 
condemned thee to theſe ferocious.atii 
mals? And thou, illuſtrious. Roman | 
Levite, did not the flames of love, whit 
burnt in thy breaſt, enable thee i0 de. 
ſpiſe the material fire, by which wo boch 
was conſumed? 9 $4407 
fla = virgins" of Jeſus Chriſt, to what 
xteſſes did this love carry you? You | 
457 de compared to the angels them? 
ſelves, and be faid, like them, not 16 
haye a body; or rather it may be af: 
firmed with great truth, that yo 0 art 
12. more lavoured, than thele' immor- 
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tal ſpirits ; that if you are mortal, it is 
only that 1 have an opportunity to 
die for your Cd. m 1e, 04 

Thus, O God, fo many” heroes of 
both ſexes} and of all ages animated 
and ſupported by love, directed by the 
light of this heavenly luminary, have 
advanced towards thee, have made : 
their way to thee, thro: fire and 
ſword. This ſame love continues to af- 
ford the moſt laſting and moſt ſolid com. 
fort to a righteous ſoul, even when fury 
rounded with difficulties and dangers, a 

ves, the croſſes and aftlichons, which 
90 ſendeſt, are ſo many proofs. of thy 
tender love ; and the good things, which | 
we ſeem to want, would, if granted, be 
real evils, But what can be wanting t o 
a ſoul, that polſeſſes God? What can 
ſhe wiſh, be ond what ſhe poſſeſſes in 
the ſource OY every blelf ng ? And with 
M23 what. 


158 sT 
0: V4 

what a pr 2 pro fuboa, what a it be, 

doeſt 80 15225 thyſelf, ain 1958 chr 

ceſt gifts on her ? Overjoyed aid aſt 


ſes with man, ſhe hears, the es bd. 


Her Divine Maſter takes pleaſure in en- 
tertaining her, and in expreſſing that 
agreeable jealouſy, which Will not fuf- 
fer her heart to be divided, or any part 
to be poſſeſſed, but by himſelf. Can 
any thing equal the pleaſure and fatis- 
A faction of this commerce ? No, Lord, 


and unanimous teſtimony of thy fer. 
Vants, who have happily experienced 
the warmth and energy of thy ſenti- 


5. T5 


niſned to find berſelf transformed into 
the Lord ber God, if ſhe {1 cover. | 


thing but him ; to him alone ſhe attends, 


ſhe unites herſelf 40 him, and loſes her- 
ſelf in bim, as in an abyfs of delights. | 


g no; if we may truſt to the unbiafled 


"ments; NO add, that neither words 
008, 
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can expunſ, por the War WP: 
ceive, but that ice gon Pj 5 
e of this wnion, | 
enn | "II 5 

| Aut who would ach aler fo happy 
a ſituation ?, Who, in the contempla- 
tion of ſo deſirabie an objeft, would 
| not ery out with the Royal Prophet; 
Lord, how far haſt thou honoured thy | 
friends ? Thou haſt raiſed them to the 
higheſt pitch of glory, and with. a laviſh 
hand, thou haſt poured forth thy choi- 
celt bleflings on them. W hatever C can 
pleaſe the human heart, peace of mind, 
the pleaſures of contemplation, / the ſpi- 
rit of wiſdom, the knowledge of truth, 
the joy of charity, and the comforts of 
hope, make up the happy lc lot of a foul 
intimately united to God. WS; 

I is no longer a matter of furprife 5 
to me, to ke kings quit their thrones, 
M 4 and 


— 
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** and ſbey every mark of s well;graund- 
ed contempt for all the, ſplendor ol 
kourts, fince the moſt flattering channy 
: of royal pomp and majeſty are empty 
and inſipid, if compared with. che di- 
vine communications, with, which God 
is pleaſed to favour his choke fouls. 
Ah! who will obtain for me ſo ineſti- 
mable a treaſure ? 
Mother of divine love, bined is «the 
| power to introduce me into the holy 
fanftuary, where thy heart reſts amidſt 
lillies, and is perpetually united to. the 
adorable heart of uncreated love, with 
that ardour, which even the. Seraphims 
themſelyes cannot comprehend. Great 
| as the favour may be, which 1 preſume 
to aſk, remember chou art the mother 
of hope; and what may 1 not expeſt 
from a tide 4 proper t to animate, my 


"1 Sh7; 


: . confidence? 
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gry 


— 
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object of my moſt ardent wiſhes! Plea- 
lures pure and unallayed attend that 
happy ſtate. Feſtal ſongs, cries of joy, 
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reonfidehet? How happy alf be, il, 


' uider thy guidance, I can he brought 
to that degree of union, which is the 


and the acclamations of tranſported 


' ſouls, are heard from all parts, by the 


happy mortals, who are favoured with 


a familiar intercourſe with their God. 
Here the bride again finds the bride- 


groom, and his voice expreſſes his en- 
tire ſatisfaQion on the happy « occaſion. 
Come, my beloved, lays he; it is high 


time that the tendereſt return of love, 


and the completeſt union, ſhould crown 
ny fidelity and ces, Come, let 
and affection = none. The bride, 


in her 1 turn, enchanted with the great- 
| eſt 
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eſt delights, calls upon all thoſe, who 
are witnelles of her bappineb,-$0.exown 
ber with flowers, and by their tuneſul 
waces, 10 add to the 3 of * 
0 en eee eee 
pre ſſcble to the human tongue, ſacred 
comweice, which the ſoul enjoys with- 
out the danger of ſatiety; powerful 
charms, ich at once forbid and defy 
neſiſtance! Enjoyment pure and un- 
maxed, which adds to Our deſires, while 
t gratiſies them; becauſe God is an in- 
Hoe blefling, which is always in poſ- 
ſeſſiom new, and every moment diſco- 
wers to us new charms, chat light up 
new fires in our hearts, unceaſing de- 
. ires,-ever filled, but ever new, tranſ- 
a 2077831301 03:2 pos 
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ports which e b. N 
ways ſeek. hům. 0 een 1 

Let then thoſe, Who eee 
pappineßs, never ſeek it elſe here. Here 
it is found, and nothicg now remains, 
but that you exert your utmoſt endea- 
vours to obtain that degree: of uvlon, 
and intimate communication, which 
conſtitutes the ſelicity of the heavenly 
Jeruſalem. © Your foul is formed" 40 
love, is love mletf: but this love, to 
bear any proportion to her nature, muſt 
be boundleſs. Her defires are inſixüte, 
and nothing leſs than an iinfinite:obje 
can fatisfy them. If you would enter 
into the joys of the Lord, and be de- 
luged in a torrent of delight, fly impe· 
tuous towards God. Like an arrow 
forcibly diſcharged from the bow, or a 
weight that deſcends with increaſing ve- 
locity 
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lecity towards its centre; let che arti 
ef your 2 cal impel you towards the bb 
om of uncfeated love“ This divine 
objekt will improve and enlarge your 
heart, will render it capable of recei! 
ving that ſtream of delights; with which 
thoſe, who ſincerely love God, are in- 
ebriated, and the fire of this love, ho 
in poſſeſſion of every thing that can 
contribute to its happineſs, will n > 
in you _—— — . 
4 A N , IX. ; 
„Kovrt Heavenly love! Source " 
pure delight! I abandon myſelf. to 
your warmth; and to the tranſporis 
which you inſpire. But, ſince thou 
permitteſt me to enjoy the fragrance of 
thy perfumes, crown thy gifts by one 
favour more ; tell me where I may find 
my beloved, the object of every deſire 
| of 


7 TAE 0 LO I. 2 165 


of my heart, Shew me the; place. 0 
which: he, rętires, to paſs the {corching, 
hours of the day. Like then ſpouſe; of 
the Canticles, I have been in every 
place where I. could hope to find him, 
and I have enquired of all thoſe, who. 
could give me any tidings of him. 
Have you not ſeen him, whom my heart 
adores? Ah! how cruel is his delay, 
how alarming to any love! What words 
can expreſs the uneaſineſs of my feel- 
ings! What language can repreſent to 
him the ardour of my. ſighs after. that 
happy moment, when :I may, bear his 
voice, that lovely voice, who com- 
mands the return of ſpring, and, put 
ting an end to the inclement, air of, the 


winter, covers the m_ with ar 


ers! 
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on Sha I compare the  cagernls, with 
which I have fought my beloved, to the 
leetneſs of the ſtag? Fat otherwiſe; 
His rapid courſe towards the limpid 
'Aream; falls far ſhort of the vivacity of 
my ſemiments: The murmurs of the 


- -Evoing dove are but a faint' image of 


thoſe, which abſence draws from my 
© Where art thou, divine objeft of 
my love, where art thou? Alas! if rug- 
ged mountains, or ſeas untried, filled 
De, the interval between us, the higheſt 
; and the moſt- diſtant ſeas, 
would be feeble obſtacles, to my love. 
i Bax, as care, and an eager attention 
are ibe fureft means to find thee, no 


longer let me langurſh: yield at laſt to 
my deſires, and in an intimate commu- 
© nication diſplay all thy perfettions- to 


me. 
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me. -Raviſhed with a profuſtot cf de- 
lights, my ful ſhall then wing her im- 
Paient fight towards hee, and thou 
wilt crown the eagerneſs oſ her fearch, 
by ſlaying to receive her. She ſhall 
then embrace thy knees, with the live- 
| lieft tranſports of love, which ſhalt ba- 
niſh-every fear, or ſhall: change it into 
adoration, thankſgiving, and raptures. 
Like a noſegay of myrrh, ſhall I fay 
in the warmth of my affection, O ami- 
able Jeſus; like a noſegay of myrrh, 
bring me to Thy breaſt ; there let me 
reſt my head, a favour once Wr to 
thy beloved diſcipte. . | 
O heavens! And is is it true? Can I 
truſt to the warmth, which animates my 
foul? Is it then true, that ſo agree- 
able an union, fo tender a famiharity, 
is at length granted to my heart? And 
x will 
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will it not ſink under ſuch a profuſion 
of love? Can it contain theſe divine ef. 
fuſions, theſe torrents of - dehght#-Q« 
gracious, indulgent God, crown all 
theſe thy favours. Ah! take this heart, 
which thou art pleaſed to fill, take it and 
place it in thine; let them be blended 
together, let them be united, let them 
be melted down into one, for time and 


eternity. Amen. 1 
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PRACTICAL | 
THEOLOGY. 
The Thought of Man ſhall give Praiſe to Thee ; 


and the Remainder of the Thought ſhall keep 
Holiday to Tee! PS$AL. lxxv. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


Th IS little treatiſe is preſented to 
the reader, as a proper appendage to 
the foregoing ſentiments, being the pro- 
duction of the ſame pen, and deſigned 
to promote the ſame end. It contains 
a kind of manual, or a practical me- 
thod of performing in a ſpirit of Chriſ- 
tianity, the principal actions of the 
day. 

We cannot be too careful how we 
follow humour, habit, or inclination in 
N a ' our 
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our ations, which the ſpirit of religion 
alone ſhould guide and direct. 

Our perſettion hes in the right per- 
formance of each of our actions; they 
were the {ame yeſterday as to day, they 
will be the ſame to morrow, and he 
has found the ſecret to become a faint, 


. Who has diſcovered the means of fanc- 


tifying the actions of the day. 

We are ſurrounded with a thouſand 
diſſiculties and dangers, a thouſand 
ſnar es are ſpread on every ſide, to en- 
trap our weakneſs, a thouſand enemies 


make the moſt violent attacks on our 


virtue: Let us oppoſe the ſhield of faith 
to their invenomed weapons, and ſet us. 
follow the advice of St. Paul, who'en- 
courages us to beat them back with the 
ſword of the word of Gd. 
1 „ ο We 
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We have had an eye to this advice, 
in the collettion, which we. here preſent 
to ihe public, and in which we have 
brought together all thoſe thoughts, 


on 


ey 

ey which appeared to be calculated to ſup- 

he port a weak ſoul in the critical ſitua- 
tions, in which ſhe may happen to be 


engaged, to defend her againſt the va- 
rious temptations, that may aſlail her 
during the day, and to encourage her 
to the practice of the chief virtues of 
Chriſtianity. 

Nothing can give us a better idea of 
the falſehood of the maxims of the 
world, or more effectually ſecure us 
from the ſeduQtion of its examples, and 
the deceitful charms. of its. pleaſures, 
than the experience and the maxims of 
the ſaints, the reflettions, which grace 
produced, and the rules of conduR, 

which: 
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which it traced out for them. Theſe 


will be found by ſuch as <choake to per. 
uſe this manual. They may ſelect out 


of the great variety of thoughts. con- 
tained in it, ſuch as ſhall ſeem beſt to 
ſuit their preſent diſpoſitions and wants. 
All do not reliſh the ſame © devotions. 
Some are fond of reflettions, and will 
find comfort in this method. Others 
will give the preference to the forego- 
ing ſentiments, and will ſeek relief from 
them. Each one muſt follow his call, 
and remember that the manna from 
heaven ſuited the various taſtes of a 
very numerous people, by whom it was 


gathered. 
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PRACTICAL 


THEOLOGY. 
-1. 


(arean Gop! I am determined to 
keep a watchful eye over all my ways, 
to have my whole ſoul, as it were, in my 
hands, and I raiſe my ſuppliant voice 
to thee, to beg that thou wilt vouchfafe 
to guide and direct me. 

„ Hapy the man, whoſe ſteps are 
direded by thee, in the paths of thy 
* commandments, and whom thou 
vouchſafeſt to inſtrutt in the ſcience 


Jof thy laws. 
N 4 Without 
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W:thout this aid, engaged as I am 


in the midſt of a prophane world, and 
continually expoſed to the contagion of 


its examples, how fhall I be able to ſe- 
cure myſelf from their baneful influ- 
ence ? 

Support me then, O Lord, and pro- 
tect me from fo many domeſtic and fo- 
reign enemies. Deliver me by the 
power of thy divine word, from the 
diſtractions and diſſipations inſeparable 
from my ſituation in life. Speak to my 
heart, and my paſſions will be huſhed 
in ſilence, to liſten to the voice of thy 
inſpirations. - Thy grace will teach me 
that order and regularity, which ſhould 
be obſerved in al! my actions; it will 
direct and animate them. For thou 
art the ſovereign and primitive rule of 


. all 
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all things, and order comes from thee, 
and leads to thee. 

And it ſhall be my firſt care to pre- 
vent the dawn of day, by making to 
thee, my God, an offering of the firſt 
fruits of my heart. Thy love, like a 
heavenly torch, will give light to my 
ſoul, during the dark hours of the night, 
it will diſpel all drowſineſs, and give 
warmth and fire to her deſires. She 
will now confider herſelf. as bound to 
love thee, not for herſelf only, but for 
all thoſe, who are not in a condition to 
do it for themſelves, and will endea- 
vour to make thee ſome amends, by 
her canticles, for the praiſes which ſleep 
ſteals from thy glory. Yes, my Lord, 
I will eagerly interrupt this univerſal ſi- 
lence, to publiſh to the world thy mag- 
niicence and power. 


II. 
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| IL: old 2437 
Morning Prayer... 
Tux majeſtic glories of the riſing 
fun will recal to my mind the Sun of 
Juſtice, the object of my 'warmelt 


and ſincereſt deſires, and animated 


by the livelieſt tranſports, 1 will call on 


all created beings, on all the heavenly 


ſpirits, to join with me in celebrating 


the infinite perfections of the Supreme 


Being, who created the univerſe, and 
every thing contained in it. And to 


the end, that my body may bear ſome 


ſhare in the double tribute of homage, 


which is due to God, my ee ſhall: 


proclaim his mercies. 


In order to perform theſe duties in a 
ſpirit of recolleQtion, I will reflect, O 
Cod, that it is an indignity offered to 
thy preſence; and an inſult to thy love, 


{9 


ic 
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to appear before thee in a, ſtate of in- 
attention and indifference. 

To admit diſtraftions in time of 
prayer, is, if I may uſe the compari- 
riſon, to break off a converſation with 
a great king, in order to entertain an 
abjett ſlave; it is to leave the moſt ele- 
vated, and to follow the moſt contemp- 
tible perſon; and what can be more 
odious, than ſuch a preference! | 

He that prays to the Lord, without 
attending to what he is about, * not 
hope to be heard. en 

O heavens! Can we not dedicate 
a few minutes to a duty, which will 
make up the whole employment of the 
bleſſed ſpirits for an eternity! 

What an honour is it to a weak mor- 
tal, to have it in his power to converſe, 
when he pleaſes; with the Sovereign 
Lord 
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Lord of all things; the King of kings? 
This familiar -intercounle. i is a valuable 
privilege af the Chriſtian adoption : 
Do we eſteem it as we ougbt7p 1107 
The more we think of God, the 
more we reſemble the heavenly ſpirits, 
who owe all their happineſs to the con- 
tinual thought and ſight of him. 

I The remembrance of God is as ne- 
ceſſary, and therefore ſhould be as ſre- 
quent, as our breathings. e 
Ihe poſſeſſion of God in mind and 
heart, is ſo valuable, fo ineſlimable an 
acquiſition, that it can never coſt us too 
much application, cares and fighs, - 
L-“eet us approach, as often as we can, 
he awful throne of the Supreme Being, 
and. beſeech bim to correct our vices, 
to ſtrengthen and enlighten, our minds, 
by an union with him. 
TINY | III. 
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OY} to Qi A III. | 
Mental Prayer. 

The PT effuſions of a ſoul 
towards God, as towards its centre, its 
beginning and laſt end, is a ſort of pray- 
er, which ſuits people of all ranks and 
diſpofitions. 

A method of dre with God 
ſo cafy, fo well ſuited to the capacities 
and the wants of all the world, leaves 
no excuſe to thoſe, who renounce fo 
great an advamage, on pretext that they 
have not time, or they know not how to 
meditate. No, Lord, nothing ſnall 
ever prevent my ſpending the firſt mi- 
nutes of the day in ſo agreeable an em- 
ploymem; and J ſhall always reckon 
theſe minutes among the moſt precious 
of my life. Can any pleaſure, | which 
his world affords,” equal that which/the 
. righte- 
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righteous ſoul enjoys, in an intimate 


communication with God, and the fond 


hope of one day bebolding bim face to 
lace, and of poſſeſſing him eternally 2 
Ab ! this comfortable hope, this charm. 


ing commerce, ſhall in future be my 


whole delight. My foul ſhall raiſe it- 
ſelf even unto thee, my God, on /the 
wings, of an humble confidence and 
warm defire ; my mind ſhall ſeek thee, 


my beart ſhall ſpeak to thee the ſecret 


language, which love alone dictates and 


underſtands. I will ſometimes ſay with 


the ſpouſe in the -canticles ; The voice 


of my beloved has ſounded in my ears, 
and has filled me with joy: The ſweet 


fragrance of bis perfumes has reached 


me; and I have run after him with | 
the eagerneſs of a tender lover. I have 


at length found him, whom my ſoul 
loves; 
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183 
loves; I will RO 10 faſt, and will 
not quit him. * g. 

Again, 1 will e cry out with the Tron 
phet; What have I to wiſh in Heaven, 
what can I love on earth, beſides thee, 
O my God! Thou art my lot for ever 
more ; I will place my honour in plea- 
fing thee, and my happineſs. i in * 
ing myſelf to tber. 

I will ſometimes entertain myſelf vith 
the conſideration of the wonders of thy 
power; at other times; I will adore the 
fathomleſs depth of thy judgments, ...... 

The excels of 8 
thee down on earth, that thou mayeſt 
raiſe us up to Heaven, ſhall oſten make 
the ſubjeQ of my ſerious reflections. 

I will likewiſe call to mind the cruel. 
death, by which we obtained. life, and 
tor em mod Ai Duvol 13% my. 
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my gratitude ſhall never ceaſe ud et 
Gp ſufferings and thy wounds: 
I will lament, with the:deepeft con. 
4. the follies and the erimes of my 
youth, and I will endeavour to atbne 


for them, by ſentiments ol EE: 


and repentance. 

I will conſult in every thing thy hb 
ly will, and I will r the way _ 
leads to thee. 

Thy juſtice, thy mercy, and thy other 
divine attributes, ſhall by turns excite 
my admiration and zeal, and ſhall fur- 
niſh to my ravifhed mind, freſh ſub- 
jets of the ſublimeſt contemplation, © 

IV. | S 

| Divine Service. 
Rlic rox, reaſon, and my particu- 
lar wants, oblige me to place the 
public worſhip at the head of all 


— wh 


_ a 
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my ations, which, befides being in it- 
{elif the moſt exalted and auguſt, is the 
moſt honourable to'God, and the molt 
uſeſul to mankind.” #70 
Lord, enen with the moſt pro- 
found reſpett, I will enter thy temple, 
and will there endeavour to thank thy 
liberality, in a manner beſt ſuited: to 
the greatneſs of thy favours: 1 
will there ſacrifice myſelf to him, who 
once facrificed: himſelf far my fake : 
My confidence will obtain ſome ſhare in 
his wounds and his ſufferings ; will make 
an offering of his blood, will partake 
of bis merits, and make ſome return 
for the excels of his love. 

That heavenly bread, of which I will 
eat, as; ofien as I may be allowed, will 
be a joy and comfort to me in my ba- 
niſhment,. will ſupport and dire me in 

O the 
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the rugged paths of chis deſutt, — 
lead me to the holy mountaim ich 
che object of all my wiſhes 11 
Can ve do better, than. employ ſome 
part of our time in paying dur peculior 
homage to God? Can our time be bet- 
ter ſpent; than in a duty at once ſo 
agreeable and advantageou :?:: 
Happy is the nation, which * _ 
times have acceſs to its Gd! 
If Chriſtians mould eie 
weakneſs, of miſeries and of wants, 
may we not anſwer them, that they de- 
ſerve all they ſuffer, for their neglett of 
that duty, to which Heaven 1 
ed all its bleſſings and favours? | 
| We ſhould. conclude, that as Was. 
little faith left on earth, if Ve conſider. 
ed on che number and the behaviour 
S AT ol 
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or choſe, ho frequent che ſervice of 
the ceharehgsinuofn vt or ono ;9) 

o blindneſe of the humam face? T 
folicit our pardon, and to obtain the fa- 
vour of Jeſus Chriſt; who is one day 
to be our judge, and whom we may 
now make a friend; is no longer conſi- 
dered as a ſtep of any conſequence to 
the convifted finner. This duty, which 
a fond hope and a holy importunity 
would render equally pleaſing and effec- 
tual, is now ee as a a matter of! in 
difleren ee?! bad em 

We ſtand vena in need of the 
mercies, the graces, and the aſſiſtancè 
of our God; what reaſons can we al- 
ledge for our ſloth and n in our 
applications to him) e 19970 

The laviſh boumy of Cod to us, is a 


-O s' pe. 
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prodigy, which can 6 only be equalled | 
inſenſibiiitey ig 
We all wiſh to live with Jeſus Chriſt 
in eternity ; and ſhall we reſuſe io ſpend 
ſome part of our ey. Jong 
nner 900 
If my aſſiduities can be untl 
penſation for the indifference of the ge- 
"nerality of Chriſtians, I will daily obey 
the call of thy love and my wants. 
Our duty to Jeſus Chriſt obliges us 
to dedicate our adorations. to bis perſon, 
our gratitude to his benefits, our obe- 
dience to his commands, our confi- | 
dence to bis mediation, and our mi- 
tation, to his virtues. Such 1 Is the 00 of 
all bis real followers. "i. 
Every ſinner owes the tribute of tean 
o the juſtice of his God, and the re- 
membrance of. bi ſins. If we had a 
juſt 
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Juſt idea of fitrand of hell, we ſhould 
think every hour, every moment, well 
ſpent, in redeeming, by a comfortable 
and uſeful: repentance, the bitter, the 
unavailing tears of another life. _ 
Should God recal Cain from the fiery 
abyſs, the loathſome, but eternal dun- 
geon, what would be his ſentiments of 
gratitude and penitence? And is it not 
a much greater favour to preſerve, than 
to deliver from hell? This favour bas 
been beſtowed on us, ſuch has been the 
predilection of God for us, preferably 
to ſo many others, perhaps more deſer- 
ving of it; our repeated infidelities 
have not weaned his affeklion from us, 
he has waited our return; and ſhall not 
our gratitude ever preſerve the remem- 
brance of his mercies ? n 
The hardeſt heart can not refrain 
8 . 
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froth tears on the loſs. of & parent, ic 
fortune or of a friend why nat he: 
wail the loſs of a God, who- infinitely, 
ſurpaſſes all theſe in worth and value? 
T de loſs of grace alone deſerves dug 
tears, becauſe td them: alone 1 ae 
anne ori eee ee 
e RI ah am, can find 
without number he too bitterly lamen- 
ted? Shall 1 ceaſe to bewail, before 1 
ceaſe to ſin? Great God, this afteQing | 
conſideration fills my ſoul with horror. 
I ſhudder, fink, and fall abaſhed at'the 
feet of thy juſtice, and ſcarce dare ei- | 
ther to raiſe my eyes to thee, or to ſpeak 
to thee, but by ſighs and tears. 
What can I do to make ſome amends 
for the faulis, which I have too often com- 
miited through frailty, or negligence? 
SH My 


THEO 40 6% 191 


My heart ſhall diſavow; my will Thall 
reject them ſtill te ner, il poſſihle. 
vl What, CAN /W e:think.of-the-{infenfibi- 
lity of mankind to a God dying for 
them, amidſt the moſt cruel torments, 
who cannot hear a tragical ſtory, or aſſiſt 
at a prophane entertainment, vithout 
being moved frequently even unto 
lears? Why ſhould the blood, paſſion, 
and death of Jeſus Chriſt and his mar- 
yrs; why ſhould: their heroic love have 
leſs power to ſoften our hearts, than the 
theatrical e of love and hee» 
roilm 2. - | Nöte Y 
Alter wate ring ih! wy NOS the feet 
of my Saviour, with Magdalen, I will 
next offer to him with the ſhepherds at 
the crib, ſuch little preſents as his grate 
has den on me, dhe works of mer- 
0 4 e 
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perform during the thy. b bard Gu 
Wich the eaſtern kings, I. will offer 
to him the gold of charity, he, my rh; 
of ſelf-denial, and the incenſe of pray- 
- I will preſent to him the double 
—_ of mind and body, which feli- 
gion teaches me to ſacrifice to him, ho 
alone ſubſiſts with a * indepen · 
dence. Rs 
In ſhort, to ſupply for FR ivelficary, 
of my own endeavours, I will offer to, 
himthe ſuperabundantmerits of God and 
| his faints, an immenſe, an infinite trea - 
ſure, which the church imparts to the, 
zeal and penitence of its children; and, 
to enter ſtill more perfeQly into the 
views of God, I will yield the good 
works I have been enabled to pe 


0 thoſe fouls whom his mercy, che 
riſhes, 
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TAO? wo 
fully perſuaded that the Tord will (He 
permit to be forgotten, ben confined 
0 a ere expintion and ers 

10 + SELF: > V. ine 

Tuplupments. 
Ar rin fulfilling that i oN _ | 
of religion, which is at once the moſt 
auguſt and atvantageous, à duty fo 
comfortable, that it ſhould never be 
omitted without particular reaſons; 1 
vill ſet about the employments of my 
ſtation, and the occupations, to which. 
the will of Heaven calls me, and 1 will : 
be particularly careful to alt on ſuch 
motives, as may be worthy of the ſpirt 
of Chriſtianity. And the better to ob- 
tain this ſpirit, I will lay the foundations | : 
of the ſpiritual edifice, which I pro. 


poſe, dy the grace of Cod, to raiſe,” on 
. a vit- 
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a, virtue, the, advantages of Mhich are 
well known, and Which contains/thoſs 
of every other virtue. Happy the man, 
who directs all his endeavours toward 
the acquiſition of it! If i it could be 
bought by the facrifice of; everything 
we poſſeſs, it would be an eaſy purchaſe, 
This virtue aftords us real comfort, un, 
der a load of diſappointments, calums 
nies, and contempt; it arms us agaiuſt 
poverty, age, ſickneſs and death. In 
ſhort, it is of infinite uſe in every ingi- 
dent of life. 'The Apoſtle aſſures.us, 
that this precious, Ades virtue, 
is Piety. WRT TT Irs 160 
There can he no = mod inte · 
rior ſelf.denial. 5 
ae aue is the baſis abe | 
piety. 5 10 E 4 {$14 
How n many of our + inns 4 
build on a very different foundation ? 


Equa- 
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» Equality of temper, mildneſo and 
affablliey are eee eee 
ety. 3 q 21d: 36 £30 {19/77 50 
The martyrs defied! the tyrants and 
their moſt cruel tortures in deſence of 
their faith: The. poſterity of theſe he- 
ocs, our modern Chriſtians, diſhonour 
and betray their faith from nn re- 
ſpetts and the fear of. raillery. at 
By yielding to human 3 Js. 
july prefer the opinion of man to 
the judgment of God; r at once 
madmen and cowards. LSPs 
Let our ſentiments, our aa and 
our adtions be always ſuitable to the dig 45 
nity of our deſtinatio . 
If we would ſpeak properly, there 
is nothing good, nothing bad ſor a Chriſ- 
tian, but what — promote or impede; 
his ſalvation. e ee l 


* . 
n k 5 » © 
oy 
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net ne do every ling we that 
wiſh ts: one at the hour ef death. 


If we neglect to raiſe our beartꝭ 0 
God, und to offer up to bim whatever 
we do; of ſuffer, we every minute Tſe 
an opportunity of making a great deve. 
non to our ſpiritual treaſure. Experi- 
ente ſhews us, that the appetite for 
power and riches, when once indulged, 
is apt to grow inſatiable: and chat ii of- 
ten intoxicates the wiſeſt heads, and cor- 
rupts te beſt hearts. HE THAT A- 
ETH TO BE RICH, SHALL NOT BE * 
Noch r. | e. 
I e to ede 0 our covetous 
deſires, and to preſerve that ſpirit of in- 
difference for every thing in this liſe, 
without which we have nothing to hope 
in the next, let us be thoroughly cn 
vinced, that, whatever mum 
id... red, 
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red. or poſſoſſed here, ihut an atom, 
if, compared do ihe good; thingy of exer- 
nity :. God, forbids-us to ſettle, our affec- 
tions on this atom, and in exchange, be 
offers what OOTY Paths 
bimſel. . At, l erte F145 
Let us , e this lie as ai dark 
night, during which! we: dream of good 
and evil d We WY 
— 651 & $74: 2&1; 
Yo a Sa a 1. 
are rich, if ve find. ourſelves poor, 
when we awake? Such, bowever, are 
the terms of our poſſeſſions, and ſuch 
the value we ought to ſet upon them. 
My friends, my fortune: my ſamihy, 
my body, and whatever elſe is dear 0 
me, can ſcarce he ſaid to be mine. Gd 
alone is what I really poſſeſ op. 
Hoy mean muſt chat ſpirit be, which 
| can 
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cum preſer i few dirty „ 
vain titles, to a glorious and An eternal 
kingdom? ode 1 9 Fein art ar git 
Nothing is ſo apt to imoxicite man 
kind as good fortune; and yet nothing 
is found ſo hen ang ſo enn 
eee r RA 
The covetous, ekknsle Curl. | 
ter, than to a perſon, who, having dif 
covered an immenſe treaſure, /ſtill ene, 
vies his poor neighbour, a trifling ſum, 
of money, or a few ſcraps of bread re- 
ceived from the hand of charity, and 
endeavours to wreſt them from him. 
Reduce your deſires to your natural 
and real wants, and you will perceive 
yourſelf to be rich. They lie within a, 
narrow compals, while our imaginary 
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Wants 


TnIOL OO why 
in che midſb f — © Ot abs (GUY 
He is the richeſt man, who lives moſt- 
independent on the things of this world, 
and moſt intimately united to the Au- 
thor and Giver of all good things. 
Men are apt to look upon the flatte- 
ry, dependence, and ſervility which al- 
ways attend high ſtations, as the effetis 
of their own great parts and abilities, or 
proceeding from particular affection; 
but few men OE 1 theſe | 


accounts. 


r 


VI. 
Ea — 610 
I w1Lz dedicate the part of the day. 
immediately preceding dinner, to a ſhort 6 | 
examination of conſcienoe and ſpiritual | | 
reading. | 
It we would know how fi we are ad- | 
| van- 
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vancedin the road toperſettion; ve muſt 
conſider what are the maſt favourite ob 
jefts of our thoughts, what chiefly en- 
gages our hearts, what hopes. what fears, 


what deſires generatly intrude on our 
leiſure moments, and what care ue abe 


mm * recs BY 
In the hiſtory of arts, Pa is vel 
Aer than the ſtudy of the beft'mal- 


ters guides ta excellence: If we aim ut 


the perfection "of Chriſtian, virtues,” or 
would inſure our falvation, we mult fix 
our attention on the lefſons and the ex- 
ample of Jeſus Chriſt, the beſt the on- 
ly model we ought to copy. 


Sell love often as 4 « kim o 


ol reaſon, ne vey CO 
in bis own cauſe. 


A ſtudious life is apt to * a man 


* even the neceſſary care of 


him- 


* — — 


its chief am, and: | commonly any 
. 5 180 & i i en Ao nh 7 
VII. un 


„ Met „ en „ 24c4t 8 
| HUNGER is a diſeaſe — at- 
ending human nature, for which food 
is the only cure. Let us conſider it in 
this light, and eat our meals, from the 
ſame motive that induces us to take 7 
other remedy. „ 00 
Let us not ſit down to cable, al we 
have begged of the Lord to ſtrengthen 
us againſt the aſſaults of ſenſuality; and: 
never to ſuffer us to exceed the bounds. 
of neceſſity, under any n of want, 
or convenien eee. 
May God never Gl me to gn 
or to ceale to-fear him, in the uſe of 
the — thiadifec; 1275 eee 
* Can: 
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Can the fweetneſs of honey, or the 
moſt delicious viands, be compared to 
the enchanting delights of the divine 
communications ? | 

God is the bread, which gives life to 
the world, a bread ſuperior to every 
other nouriſhment ; my foul ſighs after 
this bread, and wiſhes to be filled with 
it, Heavenly love, bright flame, which 
affordeſt nouriſhment to the ſaints, ſweet 
ſentiment, by which they are animated, 
which they breathe, which incorporates 
itſelf with them, as our food does with 
us, when wilt thou allay the hunger of 
my foul ! When ſhall I begin to ſubſiſt 
on nothing but thee ? 1. 

Every creature in this world was 
made for man, and ſpends itſelf in his 
ſervice : Man was made for God, and 
muſt ſpend himſelf in the duties of his 

crea- 
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creation: What can be more reaſon- 
able ? 

This action of the day, for which the 
liberal hand of God has ſo abundantly 
provided, ſhould be terminated, by 
rendering to him a thouſand thanks; 
and, after performing this duty with 
ſentiments of the ſincereſt gratitude, I 
will allow myſelf ſome time for relaxa- 
tion and repoſe, and will ſpend it in a 
manner not unbecoming the ſpirit of 
Chriſtianity, 

VIII. 
Duties of Office. 

I wirr next reſume the duties of 
my ſtation and office, which ſhould al- 
ways be attended with ſome pious re- 
llections. 

What we do for the world, will periſh 

* with 
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with the world ; what is done for God, 
will be immortal, as he is. 

If a dehfire to appeaſe the juftice of 
God, and to comply with the obliga- 
tion he has impoſed on man to work, 
be not the firſt and principal motive of 
all our underſtandings, we do nothing, 
even when we labour moſt. 

The privation of every human aid 
and ſuceour in our affairs, is a freſh 
motive for us to place our truſt in God, 
and our confidence in him 1s the belt 
diſpoſition towards obtaining his mercy. 
The ſentiments of that man did ho- 
nour to Chriſtian philoſophy, who, when 
aſked how he could behold his houſe on 
fre, with ſuch a perſect tranquillity of 
mind; ** Becauſe (ſays he) that fire, 
* which conſumes my houſe, can ne- 
ver wrelt my God from me,” 


Every 
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Every acceſſion of fortune adds to 
our cares, and our dangers increaſe as 
we have more to loſe. 

The preſence of God will afford real 
comfort to the mind, under all the dif. 
ficulties of work and labour. The 
Chriſtian ſhould embrace this duty 
with the greater readineſs, as it contains 
the great ſecret of perfection, which 
God communicated to his ſervant Abra- 
ham. | 1 
The preſence of God gives us a Hea- 
ven on earth. 

What a ſatisfaction muſt it be, al- 
ways to enjoy the company and conver- 
lation of our beſt and deareſt friend! 
This is an advantage peculiar to the 
exerciſe of the preſence of God. | 
The hurry and fatigue of buſineſs, 

P 3 ſhou'd 
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ſhould only ſerve to unite us more in- 
timately and lovingly to God. 

Grant, O Lord, that I may fix my 
attention on thee, and that with the 
eyes of faith, I may behold thee thro' 
the miſt, which always ſurrounds thee · 
Grant that, by a conſtant deſire to pleaſe 
thee, I may always advance towards 
- thee; and, if my mind ſhould ſometimes 
be called off by external objects, at 
leaſt grant that my heart may ever tend 
towards thee, who art its true life, its moſt 
valuable poſſeſſion, and its all. In this 
conſtant diſpoſition, I could wiſh to form 
frequent defires of being united to thee, 
and of poſſeſſing thee in that internal 
kingdom, which I may always find with- 
in myſelf. | | 

The attributes of goodneſs, juſtice, 
and mercy are inſeparable from the ve- 


ry 
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ry nature of God, who can not poſſibly 
do any wrong. It is the duty, as well 
as the intereſt of Chriſtians, to imitate 
as far as they are able, the example of 
their great principal and pattern, the 
King of kings, 

I deſire, moreover, O my God, 
that every pulſation of my heart, all 
the motions. of my body, and all the 
powers of my ſoul, may ever teſtify to 
thee the warmeſt return of gratitude for 
thy love, and thy numberleſs favours. 

IX. 
Viſits. 

CAR LTY, civility, or neceſſity, ſhall 
regulate the viſits I may be obliged to 
make, and I will always endeavour to 
behave myſelf, as the Apoſtle diretts, 
like a perſon, whoſe whole converſa- 


tion ſhould be in Heaven, and who 
P 4 there - 
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therefore ſhould take no part in the 
futility of frivolous diſcourſe, or the 
malignity of calumny and detraQtion. 
It ſhall be my ſtudy to put an end to 
them, or to cenſure them, by an hum- 
ble ſilence. Why was man endowed 
with the power of ſpeech, but to cele- 
brate the praiſes of God, to commu- 
nicate pious thoughts, and to be of uſe 
to his fellow creatures, by adminiſter- 
ing comfort in their misfortunes, and 
aſſiſting them in the ſearch of real hap- 
pineſs ? Such was certainly the deſign 
of Heaven in granting this uſeful faculty; 
and ſhall our corruption Thongs this giſt 
into a real evil ? 

The following refleQions may ſerve 
to put me on my guard againſt the ſe- 
.duQion of pleaſing objeQs, and the 
flattering ſuggeſtions of vanity. 

The 
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The deſire of eſteem and honour is 
grounded in a manifeſt injuſtice. 

Let us ever have in view the nothing 
from whence we ſprang, the clay, of 
which ve are formed, the duſt, into 
which we muſt return, and the hell, 
which we have deſerved.  - 

We ſhall ſhortly be the prey of 
worms, and trodden under foot by man- 
kind ; why then ſhould we ſeek to be 
raiſed above our neighbours ? 

Pride always defeats its own end, by 
bringing the man, who ſeeks eſteem 
and reverence, into contempt. | 

The kingdom of Heaven has been 
promiſed only to the humble. The 
man, who ſeeks preference and diſtinc- 
tion here, can have no pretenſions to 
that kingdom. 

It matters little, what part we aQt in 
an 
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an exibicion, which draws very near a 
concluſion. | 

The little ones in this world, which 
paſſes like a dream, will make a diſtin- 
guiſhed figure in the next, which will 
have no end. 

Our Lord ſpent but three years ay 
preaching the goſpel, and working mi- 
racles ; but he employed thirty, to con- 
vince us of the merit and. value of a 
retired, hidden life. | 

There is ſuch a thing as a holy _ 
and it conſiſts in deſpiſing the good and 
the bad things of this life, and may be 
ſtyled true honour, real courage, and 
ſolid grandeur. 

There is a ſort of virtuous ambition, 
which only ſhines out in a good mind. 
The man who dares not to entertain the 
thoughts of obtaining power by infa- 

my, 
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my, is not only great, but ſerene. and 
happy, in the conſciouſneſs of his own 
well-doing. 

Does the proud man wiſh to th to 
the higheſt pitch of honour ? Humility: 
alone can guide him to it. The wor- 
thy ambitious man poſſeſſes, what nei- 
ther fate nor adverſity can take from 
him. He ſeeks honour in virtue, and 
ſupports the dignity of bis nature from 


the contempt of vice. 


Whatever affects our ſenſes in this 
wide-extended univerſe, is but a faint. 
expreſſion, a weak ſhadow of the glo- 
rv, which ſurrounds. the throne of 
God; and all his works were defigned 
only to manifeſt his power, and bring 
me to adore him: By what fatal influ- 
ence do we pervert them to ſerve ano- 

ther 
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ther end! How can our heart reſt in 
the love of them ? 

Human beauties are but ſlight ema- 
nations of the Sovereign Beauty ; this 
is the ocean of perfection, theſe the 


drops; and ſhall the drops be preferred 


to the ſource and the ſtream ? 
Alas! we carry about with us the 
the ſource of fin, we are perpetually 
affailed with temptations ; and can we 
think ourſelves free from guilt, while 
we expoſe ourſelves to danger? 

The true Chriſtian fixes his attention 
on the things which are not ſeen, 
and deſpiſes every thing elſe, becauſe of 
exceeding ſhort duration. | 

But, if the love of God obliges me 
to clole the avenues of my heart to ſuch 
objects as may ſeduce it, it obliges me 
equally to ſhut them to ſuch as may 

ſour 
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four it. To be diſciples of jeſus Chriſt, 
we muſt be equally inſenſible to flattery 
and injuſtice. | 

Vanity betrays men into continual 
errors and preſumption makes them 
perſiſt in them. No one is ſo liable to 
be deceived, as he, who imagines that. 
he is infallible. | 

If our delicacy is hurt by a want of 
attention, or by ill uſage, let us com- 
pare the injury to the affronts and out- 
rages, which the Son of God was 
pleaſed to bear for our ſakes, and 
we ſhall condemn our extreme ſenſibi- 
Et: 

What an exceſs of love has God 
ſhe wn for weak, proud, inconſtant men? 
Let bis example prevail upon us to love 
them, notwithſtanding all their defetts. 

Thoſe, who make free with our cha- 


racters, 
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raters, and ſpeak evil of us, will paſs 
almoſt as quick as the words ny pro- 
nounce. 

A Chriſtian can not ppm bis cha- 
rafter, but by a regard to the princi · 
ples of honour, which require a religi- 
ous adherence to all his engagements. 

What! ſhall not motives of religion 
induce us to offer a few moments vio. 
lence to our natural ſentiments, to bear 
a few inſtant reſtraint, which will be re- 
warded with a happineſs without end or 
meaſure ? | 

Our bittereſt enemies are in reality 
our beſt friends, as they open the gates 

of Heaven to us; let us then love them 
tenderly. 

The perſon, who praQtiſes the great- 


eſt auſterities, is not ſo ſure of being ſa- 
ved, 
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ved, as the man, who has an enemy, 
and pardons him. 

Contradictions, difappointments, Fay: 
croſſes, are the inſeparable attendants 
on human nature; it therefore behoves 
us to arm ourſelves againſt the murmurs 
of impatience, the ſting of adverſity, 
and the bitterneſs of humiliation, with 
holy maxims, and, above all, with ſen- 
iments of a perfect conformity to the 
will of God. 

If our will be in all things * con- 
formable to the vill of God, we 
really ſaints. 

Whoever does the will of God in 
this life, may depend on having his own 
will in the next. 

To love the will of God without re- 
ſerve, is to be as happy, as any _—_—_ in 


this world can make you, 
A cha- 
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A charatter of honour and ꝓrobity 
is deſirable even to the moſt;lalb imerti- 
ted perſon, It makes him. heloved, 30. 
verenced, and eſteemed by all the ld, 
and raiſes him to a degree of crecht 
which he can attain by no other means. 
A felicity without end or meaſure 
will be the reward of momentary ſuffer- 
ings. For the longeſt life, if compa- 
red to. eternity, exceeds not in duration 
one ſingle moment. A comfortable re- 
fleftion, which ſhould. give. _—_— to 
the greateſt cowards, | 
Let us conſider this world as an inn on 
the road. The traveller arrives chere 
in the eyening. and leaves it again in 
the morning. If he is not well lodged; 
if he meets wich ſome ineonveniencies, 
he comforts; himſelf with the hope of 
being beuer — nexi day. 
4 The 
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The: loſs of fortune, of reputation, 
of life itſelf, will not affect us much, if 
we view it in the light of faith. 

It can never be the intereſt of any 
man to ſeem angry, whatever provoca- 
tions he may receive. Hard words will 
rather exaſperate, than ſoſten thoſe, 
who are already diflatisfied. of 

If we are viſited with ſickneſs, if we 
are overtaken by adverſity, let us en- 
courage ourſelves to conſtancy, as the 
mother of the Maccabees did, by look- 
Ing up to Heaven, That ſight will re- 
move all our pains, that _— will calm: 
all our anxiety. 

The martyrs purchaſed Heaven with 
the laſt drop of their blood, and many 
penitent ſinners obtained it by a long ſe- 
ries of ſufferings. They both were con- 
vinced they had it for nothing, 

Q As 
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As we imuſt neceſfarily ſuſferi exhet 
bere; orchereaſter, reaſonlbids us chboſt 
the ſhorteſi t: wong E 21 
A perfect and never-ending! ſelivity, 
or cruel; endleſs torments, behold your 
choice; can you pay too dear forthe 
enjoyment of fuch happineſs, or ſor 
—_ delivered from ſuch thiſery? ? 
Every Chriſtian envies the Cyrenean 
"® honour of carrying the croſs of Je- 
tus Chriſt; every Chriſtian ſhares in this 
honour; as often as he has an opportu- 
nity to fuffer ; does he embrace the op- 
portunity with eagerneſs, does he en- 
deavour to reap profit from it? 
They, who take upon them to ridi- 
cule all religion, to ſcoff at things ſa- 
cred; and be witty only on holy myfte- 
ries, ſhould be treated with great ab- 
horrence, becauſe they can have no 
mean- 
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meaning but to render manł ind worle, 
bychtingintz all religion into abt empt. 
It is a ſhame to ſay, but it s tod true, 
What a fatal ĩndelence and inattention 
rob me of a thouſand opportunities, 
which the mercy of God aſlords me to 
gain Heaven. What mult I think of 
it? Am I not afraid that, if I thus con- 
tinue to inſult che patience. of my God, 
1 ſhall at length be abandoned ta his juſ- 
ticel Ah! let me think ferioufly. of ma- 
king ſome return for his love, which 
ſends me. inconſiderable trials in this 
life, in order to deliver me from. the 
eternal torments of the net. 
Hovever our pride and delicacy may 
paint our ſufferings, what are they, when 
compared to ibe tormentsof bell, which 
Wwe have, deſerved ? „ <1} Hired} 253; 
Q. „See 
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lind etbffes of every rf and Hag 
Bftulle ard lo be met with it ry te. 
tion, and at every ſtep in Ife, it beho ves 
NW make a mib acgla bus with 
them. / This familiarity wi prechude 
Hur fear and apprehenſion 6 dem 
Croſſes are a coin put into our hands 
7 God, to purchaſe Heaven; let us 
ever entertain a grateful orgs m. 
bur. e e Warn 
The ſoul of the patient man is #ih | 
in proportion to his bodily ſufferings: 
"0 © Bleflings and calamities are fynont- 
;  mous terins in the Chriſtian language. 
” Iftead"of ſtruggling through trbu- 
ble and danger, to bend the gofpel to 
wh” any particular notions, or views of our 
| own, Ve muſt accomodate ont notions, 


| 0: r views and our r whole" charakter to 
6 it. | 


Hope 
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„Hope is our, only comfyrt, in Lin 
tian, hut we never know the, real al Va- 
lue of it in proſperiiy. % „ 
If wer wiſn to. acquire the greateſt 
blefling of this. life, and all the bappi- 
neſs of the next, we muſt be patient. 
Patience gives us peace with ourſelves, 
and with our neighbours, and at = ob- 
tains Heaven for us. 
We refuſe to ſuffer, but Nil we pre- | 
tend to the reward promiſed to ſuffer- 
ers; and do we reaſon right? 1 N 
What an impudence, what an injuſ. 
tice is it in a Chriſtian, to deſire to be 
happier on earth, than the. God was, 
whom he. aqcres 0. i ah 
Let the Chriſtian, impatient of the 
| lealt ſuffering and diſtreſs, look up to a 
5 God dying on the croſs for his lake. 
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1 weck pose it a du 
ſome work of mercy every tay of in 
life. Indeed, what mult be the ſentr. 
ments of a Chriſtian on this fubjeA, 
when he reflefts that a Pagan Emperor 
conſidered every day as loft, on which 
he had not rendered ſome rr. 0 
mankind ! <6 | 

The afflifed, the fick, the poor, the 
ignorant, have a natural claim to the at- 
tention, the aſſiſtance, the inftrudions 
of a diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt, p 

The reward promiſed by the goſpet | 
to the charitable man, the ſentence to 
be pronounced c on the laſt day, and the 
terms of an eternal union wich God, 
ſhould light up the fire of charity in 
der corner of che world. 

An 


FIE 
An everlaſting kingdom is promiſed. 
to the man, who gives a cup of cold 
ter. 0 % Gſeiple of Jeſus Chriſt. 
What an Kebange Why does not the 
coyetous man venture his. - whole ſub- 
ſtance on this ſecurity ? POR 
The viſe, the prudem man ſhould 
ſacrifice all the trifling intereſts of this | 
world, to ſecure the ſolid, the infinite 
advantages of the world to come. 
Men in power are ſaid in Scripture 
to be Gods, as they bear the neareſt re- 
ſemblance to the Almighty, as long as. 
they act up to the deſign of Providence, 
by promoting the welfare and happinels 


of mankind. e 
No part of our fortune will attend, 


us into the next world, but that which 


we have given away. 3 Og 
2. Whas 


13 4 
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fu Wang dh is i 0. lodge o, Jon 
tune in a place, which we muſt, ſobb 
Quit, never to return, hen e have 
it in our power. to ſend it be ſote un 40 
the manſion, which we * n 
An. ieee een ek e 
In this world, the nch owe their im- 
portance to their poſſeſſions; why will 
they not derive merit from them in che 
next ? ; 
Look into that gloomy vault, where 
thou ſhalt be ſtretched quite poor and 
naked, and learn the value of wee, 
authority and power. 6 
be rich man ftands more in __ 
ot the poor man, than the poor man 
does of him: The poor man wants on- 
iy a temporary ſubſiſtence, but is neceſ- 


0 4 1 
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buy uo dhe det man; to bring "bind 10 
Heavencr 5 15s dig & 87 n 
In the (Chriſtian religion; the pour 
enen to de 1 ad "thi 

It was ta e of the rebel a 
gels; to become like unto the Moſt 
High: We may bear ſome reſem- 
blance to him, if we do good to all the 
voi. | 


XI. * 
Kelaxation. ans 
Ix reaſon, or neceſſity ſhould pre- 
ſcribe ſome relaxation to à mind too 
long employed, or a body” fatigued 
with labour, I will take care that mo- 
deration and temperance be = or har 
rule whoa meaſure of my condułt. 


No- 
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Nothing.can be called a dir erſion of, 
which we muſt one day spent, which. 
— aner. imp rhis life: / or 
the next. + oh aw 28 nνẽꝰA 

We nu} aa efleminate,. coſtly,; 
and libertine entertainments, as ſo may; 
ny ſchook of vanity and extravagance. 
We ſhould never ſee, never hear what, 
we muſt never ſeek _ | ; 

As luxury of every kind a Fa 
enervate the mind, and divert it from 
all thought or conſideration, which does. 
not relate to. the ſenſual appetite, fo the 
expence which attends it, renders men. 
flaves and dependants for the ſupport 
of themſelves and their families. 

"Play e cur afford no relaxation, becauſe 
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the md is to deeply intereſted ereſted)omd 

the atteniiubm too much BN ü ity 

We ſhould make the fame ue bf d; 

verſions, as we do of medicines; they 

ſhould never be 2 a Soy 
ſhould be taken ſeldom. 

What wiſe man would ws himſelf - | 
to the danger of everlaſting miſery, for | 
the ſake of a momentary pleaſure 2 

Virtue promiſes two ſolid bleſſings, 
peace in this life, and bope for the 


next. 


5 
* þ 1 
- 
- * n 
— 


—— 
x Supper. i 
I will endeavour to ſup, as 1 dined; 
J will put myſelf in the ſame diſpokiti- 
ons, J will make the fame preparations, - 


L will read and pray. 
While 
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*! While 1 bey the call ef ture and 
of duty in providing for tlie ſfuſte nnter 
6f chis mörtal body, my Nl pünts 
after the poſſeſſion of thee; my God: 
when will ſhe be made cmpletehy 
happy in the ſight of thee PE WH 
Happy the' foul, who bungers after 
"Jeſus Chrift, and thirſts after his love 
and his juſtice ; for ſhe ſhall one day 
be ann, ſatisfied. | 
O God, render every thing cateleſ 
"to me that may deprive me of the fatif- 
"faftion of eating that ſpiritual food, by 
"which thou communicateſt r to 
- Can 1 PR that J have deſerved 
8 Kom 25 hand of ey what I daily 


1 7 % . ; 
y t : TC. ? 
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receive hat I baye;boen able to 
do for him, geil Ty nt Vitro Tof 
2th Lond,., have, 1 obeyed, thy com- 
mand maſa mankind, to e 
bread hy the ſweat of their brow? 
How many reaſons have I to fallow 
the example of the royal penitent, wbo 
mixed his tears with the water, that he 
drank ? 5. TIT 
„ e UB Gat cs ee: 
wo Evening ee N 
4s 1 began the day, by .conſecra- 
ting. the-firſt fruits of it to God, ſo it 
is but juſt and reaſonable that I thould | 
conclude it with the ſame: adoratigns 
and homage to him. 
++ Great God, ou aft the heginning 
and laſt end of all things; we mult 
| then 
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then refer them all to cheg, e mult 

begin and end all in thy ame. a 
- The protection thou haſt been pleaſ- 
ed to grant me during the day, that 
which I ſtand in need of during the 
my life, thy providence which bas. ſeg 
me, thy mercy, which bears with my 
infidelities, thy love, which wiſhes to 
make me happy, are ſo many power- 
ful motives, which excite me to con- 
elude the day with the diſpoſitions and 
ſentiments with which 1 ſhall  wiſh:to 
conclude my life. Sentiments of grief 
and ſorro that I have ever offended 
thee, preceded by an accurate ſcruting, 
and a ſincere avowal of my ins. Sen- 


timents of gratitude and zeal, accompa- 
«. med 


' 
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well with ihe i velieſt emotions and the 
warmeſtideſſres of hope and ld, . 
4&2lg d ile _—_— 21 1 
1803 s Going "F 1 1.85 

Württ ors; ea Twill 
Licks myſelf with the thoughts of 
death, of Wich ſleep is a picture. 
Alas! it is not always a mere picture; 
it is a reality to many perſons, e 
paſs through the gates of TONS 
the regions of death, / 7 

' When I compoſe myſelf” in bed, 1 
will think of the grave, * Ka whe, 
body will one day be laid. 105 

Where the tree falls, ere it hes 
mains. If we die with the love of God 
in our hearts, that A will deres 
ber ever.” "St | 3 C01 00088 

A con- 


0 


PRACTICAL 


A contempt. for the things of chis lile 
is a ſpiritual death, the beſt vob 
tation for the death of the body, and 
the only means to ſecure us from the 
heed of it. 2 

"Death can rob us of no one e ndl! 


. why ſhould we fear it? If 


we meet it with love and pleaſure, it 
will put us into the poſſeſſion of ever- 
laſting peace and felicity ; why do not 
we wiſn it? 1 
Death drags the daſtardiy —_— 


but leads thoſe, who meet it with a 


ſteady countenance, as a neceſſary con- 
ſequence of our condition, 
Ho can we flatter ourſelves that we 


Jove Jeſus Chrilt, if we tremble at the 


thought | 


*F. 
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thought of being called to him? Do 
we fly the fight of what we love? 
What would you not give to have 
one look into that inviſible world, to 
which death will lead us? What is it 
that prevents our ſeeing this bright ſcene 
ſurrounded with glory? It is this 
miſerable fleſh, with which we are 
cloathed, and from which we ſheuld 
wiſh to be delivered, as from a cata- 
rat that obſtruQts the viſual ray. 
Should we have been able to form 
any Idea of taſte, fight, found, or | 
ſmell, if we had been deprived of the 
organs of theſe ſenſations? Why 
ſhould not God be able, in a more 
perfect ſtate, to grant us ſtill more 
acute, more extenſive and more ama- 


ling powers ? | 
| TEE The 
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Fheſdecay of the vegetablenpiow , 
ductions and their riſe uith th, e 
turning ſeaſon, is an image of our 
death, and a pledge of our reſur- 
raction. This daily miracle ſhould 
convince us that it will be an eaſy 
matter to him, ho created us of no 
thing, to raiſe us from the ſilent tomb, 
when he ſhall chooſe to reanimate our 
aſhes. 

Let us now die to the world, let us 
dic to this earth with Jeſus Chriſt, | 
if we deſire 10 live with him in Hea- 
. Fr 

Let us love, and we ſhall fear nothing; 
love 1s ſtrong as death. 

Such, O God, are the religious 
thoughts, the vile 6 I propoſe 


making 


THEO LOS. I ogg 
making uſe f in the courſe oßthe day. 
Theſe/are;the- ſpiritual weapons; with 
which 1 will daily engage the enemies 
of my ſalvation. This is the method 1 
have adopted; a method well ſuited to 
my weakneſs, but my fidelity in pur- 
ſuing it muſt depend on thy grace, 
and this J hope from 5-4 YO 
Amen, 
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